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Introduction

Traffic Signs and

S Ontario's god isto make its roads the safest in North America, and that's why

Keeping Your the Ministry of Transportation has introduced a range of measures to improve
Driver's Licence the behaviour of all drivers, including new ones.
Your Vehicle
In 1999, more than 860 people were killed and more than 84,000 injured on
The Level Two Ontario roads. The social and economic costs of these collisions have been
Road Test previously estimated at $9 billion annually.

Many collisions are caused by driver error - behaviour like following too
closely, speed too fadt, failure to yield the right of way, and improper turns
and lane changes. And statistics show that new drivers of all ages are far more
likely than experienced driversto beinvolved in serious or fatal collisions.

Ontario campaigns against drinking and driving, aggressive driving and
promoting the correct use of seat belts and child safety seats are making a
difference. Graduated licensing, which lets new drivers gain skills and
experience in low-risk environments, is also helping to devel op better, safer
drivers.

The Driver's Handbook Online gives new drivers the basic information they
need about learning to drive in Ontario: the rules of the road, safe driving
practices and how to get their licence to drive a car, van or small truck. The
ministry recommends that all drivers would benefit from taking a coursein
advanced driver training.
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Asyou read, remember
that thisisonly aguide.
For more detailed
information about driving
you can read the book
Road Worthy, adriving
textbook produced by the
Ministry of
Transportation. For
official descriptions of the
laws, look in the Highway

Traffic Act of Ontario and
its Regulations.

Information on how to get licences to drive other types of vehiclesis available
in Part Two of the Official Driver's Handbook, the Official Motorcycle

Handbook, the Official Truck Handbook, the Official Bus Handbook and the
Official Air Brake Handbook.
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Traffic Signs and Off-Road Vehicles Act of Ontario.

Lights

. If you're learning to drive in Ontario, then thisisfor you. It'sal here—rules of
Keeping Your T . . .
Driver's Licence  theroad, safe driving practices and how to get your licence to drive a car, van

or small truck.
Your Vehicle
The Level Two Drivingisaprivilege—not aright.
Road Test
Contents
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Safe and Responsible Driving

. Getting ready to drive

O

O O O O

Be physically and
mentally alert
Know your vehicle
Get into position
Keep aclear view
Find your blind
spots

Fasten your seat belt
Child safety

Seat belts and child
car seats save lives
Turn on headlights

. Driving along

O O O O O O O

Steer smoothly
Usesignals

Keep right

Obey speed limits
Obey police

Keep a safe distance
Sharing the road

. Driving through

O

O

O

O

O

O

intersections

Controlled
intersections
Uncontrolled
intersections
Yielding the right-of-
way

. Stopping

Stopping at railway
crossings

Stopping at school
crossings

Stopping for school
buses

. Parking

O

Parking for people
with disabilities
Parallel parking
Parking on a hill
Roadside stop

. Freeway driving

O

O

Entering afreeway
Driving along a
freeway

L eaving afreeway
Highway hypnosis

. Dealing with particular

situations

O O O O O

Workers on the road
Animals on the road
Cellular phones

Driver distractionss
Emergency vehicles

. Driving at night and in bad

weather

0

O O O O O O O

Overdriving your
headlights

Glare

Fog

Rain

Skids

Snow

Ice

Snow plows

. Dealing with emergencies

O

O

O
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If your brakesfail

If your gas pedal
sticks

If your headlights go
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o Stopping for

pedestrian crossings

. Changing directions

Turning a corner
Right turns

Left turns
Backing up
Turning around

. Changing positions

n Changing lanes
n Passing

out

o If you have trouble
on afreeway

o If your wheels go off
the pavement

o If atire blows out

o Collision where
someone isinjured

o Collision where no
oneisinjured

. Protecting the environment

. Making Ontario's roads safe

. Choosing a driving school

Traffic Signs And Lights

0

Regulatory signs
Warning signs
Temporary condition
signs

Information and
direction signs
Other signs

. Trafficlights

. Pedestrian signals

. Pavement markings

Keeping Your Driver's

Licence

. Renewing your licence

. Graduated licensing
requalification

. Changing your name or
address

. Driver'slicence laws

. The demerit point system

. Table of offences

. Other waysto lose your
licence

. Remedial measures

. Vehicle Impoundment

Program
. Impaired driving
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Your Vehicle

Maintaining your vehicle
o Daily or weekly
checks
o Regular service
o Winter maintenance
o Tires

Vehicle insurance and
registration

o Insurance

o Registration

o New residents

Buying or selling a used
vehicle
o Safety Standards
Certificate
o Ontario's Drive
Clean Program
Towin
o Towing atrailer
o Towing disabled
vehicles

The Level Two Road Test

L eft and right turns
Stop intersection
Through intersection

Freeway

Lane change
Roadside stop

Curve
Business section
Residential section

Parallel park
Three-point turn

Road Worthy
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Driving
o . What you need to drive in Ontario This S?Ct' ontellsyou
Traffic Signs and what licence you need
Cights - What kind of licence? to drive in Ontario and
Keeping Your « Quick Check Chart how to get it, whether
Driver's Licence Graduated licensing you are a new driver, a
_ ) visitor or a new resident
Your Vehicle . Probationary drivers in Ontario.
The Level Two . Applying for alicence
Road Test i
. Graduated licensing reguirements It youare gpplyl ng fpr
your first licence, this
. Road tests section explains the
. New Ontario residents graduated licensing

system, how to apply
for alicence, the tests
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and the driving privileges you will have at each licence level.

. Could you pass?
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Getting Your
Driver's Licence

Safe and
Responsible
Driving

Getting Your Driver's Licence

What you need to drive in Ontario

If you live in Ontario, you must be at least 16 years old and have avalid
Ontario driver's licence to drive in this province.

Traffic Signs and

Lights If you are avisitor to Ontario and want to drive while you are here, you must

be at least 16 years old and have avalid driver's licence from your own
province, state or country. If you are from another country and visiting
Ontario for more than three months, you need an International Driver's Permit
from your own country. If you don't have an International Driver's Permit, you
can apply for an Ontario driver's licence.

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two

Road Test If you are anew resident in Ontario and have avalid driver's licence from

another province, state or country, you can use it for 60 days after you move
to Ontario. If you want to keep driving in Ontario, you must get an Ontario
driver'slicence. Ontario has licence exchange agreements with every
Canadian province and territory, the United States, Japan, Korea, Austria,
Germany and Switzerland. Please see the section New Ontario residents for

more information.

Getting Your
Driver's Licence
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Getting Your
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Driving

Traffic Signs and
Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

Getting Your Driver's Licence

What kind of licence?

In Ontario, there are 12 different kinds of licences. Each one qualifies you to
drive adifferent type of vehicle. The class of licence you have must match the
type of vehicle you are driving. Y ou need a Class G licence to drive a car, van
or small truck. Y ou must have a Class G licence before you can be licensed to
drive any other type of vehicle. The only exception is motorcycles. Y ou may
get amotorcycle licence (Class M) without first getting a Class G licence. The
Quick Check Chart shows you what class of licence you need to drive

different vehicles.

For information on the skills and knowledge you’ Il need to get a Class M
motorcycle licence, study the Official Motorcycle Handbook.

Y ou can get information on other kinds of licences— classesA, B, C, D, E
and F — inthe Official Truck Handbook and the Official Bus Handbook. If

you want to drive a vehicle equipped with air brakes, the Official Air Brake
Handbook tells you how to qualify.

Some recreational vehicles have special licence requirements. If you plan to
drive an off-road vehicle, snowmobile or moped, or pull atrailer, read the Off-
Road Vehicles section of the Officia Driver's Handbook.

Y ou do not need alicence to ride abicycle in Ontario. (See also: Road Safety
Topics - Young Cyclist's Guide)

Getting Your
Driver's Licence
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Safe and
Responsible
Driving

Class of

LicenceTypeS of vehicles allowed

Traffic Signs and
Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle An_y tractor-
trailer

The Level Two combination
Road Test

May also drive vehiclein ClassD and G
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Any school purposes bus

May also drive vehiclein ClassC, D, E, Fand G

Any regular bus

May also drive vehiclein ClassD, F, and G

Any truck or combination
provided the towed vehicleis
not over 4,600 kg

May also drive vehiclein Class G
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School purposes bus—maximum of 24
passenger capacity

May also drive vehiclein ClassF and G

Regular
bus—maximum of 24
passenger
capacity—and
ambulances

May also drive vehiclein Class G

Any car, van or small truck or
combination of vehicle and towed
vehicle up to 11,000 kg provided the
towed vehicleis not over 4,600 kg.

Level One of graduated licensing
Holders may drive Class G vehicles
when accompanied by afully
licensed driver with at least four
years of driving experience.
Additional conditions apply.

Replaces Class L Licence
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Level Two of graduated licensing

Holders may drive Class G vehicles

without accompanying driver but are
G2  subject to certain conditions.

Replaces Probationary Status

M  Motorcycles
Holders may also drive a Class G vehicle under the conditions that
apply to aclass G1 licence holder.

Level One of graduated licensing
Holders may drive a motorcycle under certain
conditions.

M1 ReplacesClassR Licence

M2 Level Two of graduated licensing
Holders may drive a motorcycle but only with a zero blood alcohol
level. Holders may also drive a Class G vehicle under the conditions
that apply to aclass G1 licence holder.

Replaces probationary status

ver's Licont
e LS oriver's Licence NEXT PAGE
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Contents

Getting Your
Driver's Licence

Safe and
Responsible

Driving

Traffic Signs and
Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

Getting Your Driver's Licence

Graduated Licensing

Asof April 1, 1994, new drivers applying for their first car or motorcycle
licence enter Ontario’ s graduated licensing system. Graduated licensing lets
new drivers get driving experience and skills gradually. The two-step
licensing process takes at least 20 months to complete.

To apply for alicence, you must be at least 16 years old and pass a vision test
and atest of your knowledge of the rules of the road and traffic signs. After
you pass these tests, you will enter Level One and get a Class G1 licence.

Y ou must pass two road tests to become fully licensed. Passing the first road
test lets you moveto Level Two (Class G2) and the second one gives you full
Class G driving privileges.

Getting Your
Driver's Licence
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Getting Your . .
priver's Licence ~ Probationary Drivers

Safe and . : : .
Re;s::ib,e Before graduated licensing, newly licensed drivers were called probationary
Driving drivers and had to complete two 12-month probationary periods without

having their licences suspended. The probationary driver system will continue
until all new drivers licensed before April 1, 1994 complete their probationary
periods.

Traffic Signs and
Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle Getting Your
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Contents Getting Your Driver's Licence

Getting Your . .
Driver's Licence Applylng for a Licence

Safe and _ : :
Re;i::ib,e To apply for alicence, you must show proof of your identity and the date

Driving of your birth.

Documents must be original. The following documents are acceptable.
Traffic Signs and

Lights

Keeping Your For date of birth and personal identification:
Driver's Licence  (\yst state day, month and year of birth)

Your Vehicle

. passport
The Level Two . citizenship card

Road Test . Canada Immigration Form 1000 (record of |landing)

. Permanent Resident Document (as of Fall 1994)

. photo driver'slicence (expired or from another area)

. Nationa Defence photo identification card

. Indian Treaty card

. certificate of Indian status

. deposition signed by the superintendent of atraining school operated
by Public Safety and Security

. Sseded security identification which includes photo, signature and date
of birth

For date of birth only:
(Must state day, month and year of birth)

. birth certificate
. driver'slicence (expired or from another area)
. baptismal certificate with official seal of church
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. baptismal certificate, without seal, accompanied by other identification
showing date of birth
. sworn affidavit with supporting documents

For personal identification only:
(Must bear applicant's signature)

. ageof majority card

. Ontario Health card

. motor vehicle permit

. marriage certificate

. change of name certificate

. court order for name change

. certified adoption papers

. immigration card

. employee identification card

. Student card

. credit card

. hospital card

. driver'slicence photo (expired or from another area)

. membership card (such aslibrary card, club membership)

. direct identification by a parent who has acceptable proof of identity
and date of birth

Bring the documentsto a DriveTest centre or Travel Point (atemporary driver

examination centre where there is no regional centre). Phone ahead to find out
where the nearest Travel Point isand when it is open. You will find the
number under Driver and Vehicle Licence Information in the Government of
Ontario section of the blue pages in your phone book.

Y ou must pay afee when you apply. This fee includes the cost of the
knowledge test and your first road test. There are more charges for your
second road test and for any retests you may need to take.

When you apply for your licence, you will be asked questions about your
health. People with some physical or medical conditions are not allowed to
drive for safety reasons. If your physical or medical condition means you
cannot be licensed, you will be told when you apply.

After you have alicence, you should report any change in your medical
condition that may change your ability to drive safely. By law, doctors and
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optometrists must report the name and address of anyone over 16 who has a
condition that may make it unsafe for him or her to drive.
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Getting Your . . .
priver's Licence ~ Graduated Licensing Requirements

Safe and

Szeparsile Here are the rules you must follow at each level:
Driving
Traffic Signs and .
Lights Level One (Class G1):
DK_eep,‘”?L’,YOL” Level One lasts 12 months. The Ministry of Transportation encourages all
FVErS HICENCE  hew drivers to take an approved driver education course to help learn the
Your Vehicle proper driving skills and knowledge. Y ou should begin your training as soon
as possible after becoming a Level One driver so you can get as much driving
s e e experience as you can. If you pass an approved course, you can complete

Road Test Level Onein eight months. While at Level One:

. You must not drive if you have been drinking alcohol. Y our blood
alcohol level must be zero.

« You must not drive alone. A fully licensed driver with at least four
years of driving experience must sit in the front passenger seat. Thisis
the only person who can be in the front seat with you while you drive.
Y our accompanying driver must have a Class G or higher licence and a
blood alcohol level of lessthan .05 per cent.

. Each person in the vehicle must have aworking seat belt.

. You must not drive on roads with a posted speed limit over 80 km/h
including the 400-series highways, the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW),
the Don Valley Parkway (DVP), the Gardener Expressway, the E. C.
Row Expressway, and the Conestoga Parkway in Kitchener-Waterloo.
However, if your accompanying driver isadriving instructor licensed
in Ontario, you may drive on any road.
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« You must not drive between midnight and 5 am.
Y ou must pass aroad test of your driving skillsto move to Level Two. At this
time, you will be given a Class G2 licence.
Level Two (Class G2):

Level Two lasts at least 12 months. At thislevel you have more privileges
because of your driving experience. At Level Two:

. You must not drive if you have been drinking alcohol. Y our blood
alcohol level must be zero.

. Each person in the vehicle must have aworking seat belt.

After 12 months at Level Two, you may take aroad test to qualify for full
licence privileges. Y ou must pass thistest to get a Class G licence.

Getting Your
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Road tests

Road tests check your driving skillsin the vehicle and in traffic. Y ou will be
tested on your ability to apply the rules of the road and safe driving practices.

The Level Oneroad test deals with basic driving skills. The Level Two road
test deals with more advanced knowledge and driving skills. Y our
performance in each of the tests will tell you whether you need more training
or practice.

When you feel qualified to drive safely and confident enough to take your
road test, contact a DriveTest Centre or the Road Test Booking Call Centre at

(416) 325-8580 or (905) 874-4080 or 1-888-570-6110, or use Road Test
Booking Online to make an appointment. If you are unable to keep the
appointment, phone the Road Test Booking Call Centre to cancel your test.

Y ou must bring avehicle for each of your road tests. Make sureit isavehicle
you are familiar with and isin good working order. Bring your current licence
to the appointment. If you are aLevel One driver, afully licensed driver with

at least four years of driving experience must come to the test centre with you.

During the road tests, no pets or passengers other than the driver examiner are
allowed in the vehicle. The examiner may stop or refuse to start the driving
test if:

. your vehicleis not in good working order;

. you have been drinking alcohol or show any signs of impairment from
alcohol or drugs;

. your driving skills are not good enough to finish the test without
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risking the safety of yourself, the examiner or other road users,
including cyclists and pedestrians.

Y ou will not be asked to do anything illegal during the road test. The
examiner will explain the test and you should simply follow her or his
instructions. The examiner is not allowed to coach you during the test, so if
you have any questions, ask them before you begin.

While the Level One road test checks your basic driving skills, the Level Two
road test is much more demanding. Y ou should learn the proper driving skills
as soon as possible after becoming a Level One driver so you can get as much
driving experience as you can before taking the Level Two test.

For the Level Two test, you must demonstrate a high level of driving skill and
knowledge. Y ou will also have to show that you can drive well on afreeway
or high speed highway.

While you are taking the test, the examiner will be watching to see how well
you control your vehicle and perform such driving tasks as starting, stopping,
turning, parallel parking and three-point turning. The examiner will check
your observation skills, including when and how often you use the mirrors,
where you look, and how you respond to traffic, signs, pavement markings
and possible hazards.

Y ou will be tested on how well you manage the space around your vehicle,
your ability to make safe lane changes and how closely you follow and stop
behind other vehicles. How you communicate with other road users — using
turn signals and brake lights and making eye contact with other drivers and
pedestrians — will also be noted, as well as the correctness of your driving
decisions, such as knowing when to yield the right-of-way. For more
information see the section The Level Two Road Test.

At the end of each test, the examiner will give you a complete report of your
skills and explain any mistakes you have made. If you fail the test, the report
will show you where you need to improve. When you have had more practice,
you can make an appointment to take the test again. Y ou must wait at least 10
days between tests.

Getting Your
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New Ontario residents

If you are anew resident of Ontario and have avalid driver’slicence from
another province or country, you can use that licence for 60 daysin Ontario. If
you want to continue to drive after 60 days, you must get an Ontario driver’s
licence.

Drivers from Canada, the United States, Japan, Korea, Austria,
Germany and Switzerland

If you are alicensed driver with two or more years of driving experiencein
another Canadian province or territory, the United States, Japan, Korea,
Austria, Germany or Switzerland, you may get full Class G licence privileges
without taking a knowledge test or any road test. However, you must meet all
medical requirements, including avision test, and show acceptable proof of
your previous licence status and driving experience. These conditions also
apply to licensed motorcycle drivers from Canada, the United States and
Switzerland. There is no exchange agreement for motorcycle drivers from
Japan, Korea, Austria or Germany. However, credit for holding a motorcycle
licence from one of these countries will be granted for previous motorcycle
experience when applying for a Class M motorcycle licence in Ontario.

If you have less than two years of driving experience, you may get credit for
your experience and enter Level Two of the graduated licensing system. Once
you have atotal of two years of driving experience, you may take the Level
Two road test to earn full driving privileges.

Drivers from other areas
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If you are alicensed driver from a country other than Canada, the United
States, Japan, Korea, Austria, Germany or Switzerland, you must meet the
Ontario driver medical requirements, pass avision test and atest of your
knowledge of the rules of the road and traffic signs.

If you have acceptable proof of two or more years of driving experience, you
may take the Level Two road test to earn full driving privileges. If you do not
pass this road test, you will get aLevel One (car or motorcycle) licence and
may immediately schedule aLevel Oneroad test.

If you have less than two years of driving experience, you will be placed in
Level One. However, if you have acceptable proof that you have the driving
experience required for Level One, you can immediately schedule a Level
One road test to enter Level Two.

If you do not have the driving experience required for Level One, you will
stay in Level One until you do. Y ou can then take the Level One road test to
enter Level Two.

A driver’ slicence from another areais considered acceptable proof if it shows
you have the driving experience required. If it does not, you will need to show
documents that do.

If you do not have acceptable proof of your driving experience, you will start
at the beginning of Level One asanew driver.
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Getting Your
Driver's Licence

Could You Pass?

Safe and
Re;f:/?séb'e The rest of the Driver's Handbook Online gives you information you need
to pass your tests and to keep your driving privileges once you get your
Traffic Signs and licence.
Lights
[R——— Here is a sample question that could appear on the knowledge test:

Driver's Licence

If you are convicted of drinking and driving, you will lose your driver's

Your Vehicle . . ..
licence on the first offence for a minimum of: (choose one)

The Level Two 1. One month
Road Test 2. Three months
3. Six months
4. Oneyear

The test may also ask you about:

. Seat belts

. traffic signsand lights

. emergency vehicles

. how to use headlights

. speed limits

. Qetting on or off afreeway
. What drivers must do when they meet streetcars and school buses
. driver licence suspensions
. the demerit point system

. passing other vehicles

. collision reporting
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The road tests will test how well you use your knowledge.
You will be tested on:

. Starting, stopping and turning

. traffic signsand lights

. passing vehicles, including bicycles, and driving in passing lanes
. travelling through controlled and uncontrolled intersections

. parale parking and reversing

. foreseeing hazardous conditions and being ready for them

. other safe driving practices.

Make sure you know the information in the Official Driver's Handbook
before you take these tests.
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Safe and Responsible Driving

. Getting ready to drive
. Driving along

. Driving through intersections

. Stopping
. Changing directions

. Changing positions

. Parking
. Freeway driving

. Dealing with particular situations
. Driving at night and in bad weather
. Dealing with emergencies

. Protecting the environment
. Making Ontario's roads safe
. Choosing a driving school

Being asafe and
responsible driver takes
a combination of
knowledge, skill and
attitude.

To begin, you must
know the traffic laws
and driving practices
that help traffic move
safely. Breaking these
“rules of theroad” isthe
major cause of
collisions.

Traffic laws are made
by federal, provincial
and municipal
governments, and police
from each level can

enforce them. If you break atraffic law, you may be fined, sent to jail or lose

your driver’slicence.

But you need to do more than just obey the rules. Y ou must care about the
safety of others on the road. Everyoneis responsible for avoiding collisions.
Even if someone else does something wrong, you may be found responsible
for acollision if you could have done something to avoid it.
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Because drivers have to co-operate to keep traffic moving safely, you must
also be predictable, doing what other people using the road expect you to do.
And you must be courteous. Courteous driving means giving other drivers
space to change lanes, not cutting them off and signalling your turns and lane
changes properly.

Finally, you must be able to see dangerous situations before they happen and
to respond quickly and effectively to prevent them. Thisis called defensive or
strategic driving. There are collision avoidance courses available where you
can practice these techniques.

Defensive driving is based on three ideas: visibility, space and
communication.

Visibility is about seeing and being seen. Y ou should always be aware of
traffic in front, behind and beside you. Keep your eyes constantly moving,
scanning the road ahead and to the side and checking your mirrors every five
seconds or so. Make sure other drivers can see you too.

Managing the space around your vehicle lets you see and be seen and gives
you time and space to avoid a collision. Leave a cushion of space ahead,
behind and to both sides. Because the greatest risk of a collision isin front of
you, stay well back.

Communicate with other road users to make sure they see you and know
what you are doing. Catch the eye of pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers at
intersections and signal whenever you want to slow down, stop, turn or
change lanes. If you need to get another person’s attention, use your horn.

Safe and_
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. eLaws- Highway Traffic Act
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Getting Ready to Drive

Before you drive, make sure
you are comfortable with
your physical and mental
state, your vehicle and the
conditions in which you will
be driving. If you have
doubts about any of them,
don’t drive.

. Bephysicaly and
mentally alert

. Know your vehicle

. Get into position

. Keepaclear view

. Find your blind spots

. Fasten your seat belt

. Child safety

. Seat belts and child car seats save lives

. Turnon headlights

Be physically and mentally alert

Y ou must be in good physical and mental condition to drive.
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Don't drive when you are sick or injured or when you have been drinking
alcohol or taking any drug or medication that may reduce your ability to drive.

Don’'t drive when you are tired. Y ou might fall asleep at the wheel, risking the
lives of others on theroad. Even if you don't fall asleep, fatigue affects your
driving ability. Y our thinking slows down and you miss seeing things. In an
emergency, you may make the wrong decision or you may not make the right
one fast enough.

And don’t drive when you are upset or angry. Strong emotions can reduce
your ability to think and react quickly.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Know your vehicle

Get to know your vehicle before you drive it. There are many types of
vehicles avail able today with many different characteristics including fuel
ignition system, anti-lock brakes, 4-wheedl drive, and systems for traction
control and stability control. Check the vehicle owner's manual. For driving in
difficult situations and conditions see the topic Dealing with particular

situations. The book Roadworthy can also help you with this.

Make sure you know where al the controls and instruments are and what they
do. Check that all warning lights and gauges work. Watch for awarning light
that stays on after you drive away; it could mean a serious problem with your
vehicle.

Get to know the controls well enough to turn on wipers and washers,
headlights, highbeams, heater and defroster without having to look.

Thisisan important part of driving — learning to use simple controls without
taking your eyes off the road.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Get into Position

Make sure you sit properly behind the wheel. Y ou should sit high enough in
the driver's seat to see over the steering wheel and hood. Y ou should be able
to see the ground four metresin front of the vehicle. Use afirm cushion if
needed.

Be sure that you are sitting straight upright in the seat with your elbows
dlightly bent. Adjust the seat so your feet reach the pedals easily. To check
your position, try placing your feet flat on the floor under the brake pedal. If
you can do this without stretching, you are seated properly. This kegpsyou in
the proper, upright sitting position and gives you more stability when
manoeuvring your vehicle.

If your vehicle has an adjustable headrest, you should make sureit is at the
right height. The back of your head should be directly in front of the middle of
the headrest to protect you in acollision.

Check that you have enough room in the front seat to drive properly and
safely. Do not overcrowd your driving space with passengers or property.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Keep a clear view

Keep aclear view when driving. Do not put anything in your windows that
will block your view. If you are anew driver using the 'N' sign in your rear
window, be sure it does not block your view.

The windows of your vehicle should not be coated with any material that
keeps you from seeing out in any direction. Neither should the windshield or
front door windows be coated to keep someone from seeing inside the vehicle.
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Find your blind spots

Check and adjust your
mirrors and find your blind
spots. When you use mirrors
thereis an areaon each side
of your vehicle where you
cannot see. Y ou may not see
people, cyclists, or vehicles
when they are in these spots.

Mirrors should be positioned
so that there are as few blind
spots for you as possible.

Blind spotsin most vehicles

are to the back left and back

right of the vehicle. On some vehicles the blind spot is so large that avehicle
could be there and you would not seeit. To reduce the blind spots, position
the interior mirror so that the centre of the mirror shows the centre of the rear
window. Y ou should be able to see directly behind the car when the interior
mirror is properly adjusted. Position the left outside mirror, by leaning
towards the window and moving the mirror so that you can just see the rear of
your car. Position the right outside mirror by leaning to the centre of the
vehicle and moving the mirror so that you can again just see the rear of your
car. Avoid overlap in what you can see in your mirrors. Because your side
mirrors show only narrow angles of view, turning your head is the only way to
make sure there is nothing in your blind spots.

Y ou should know the blind spots on your own vehicle. Y ou can learn where
and how large they are by having someone walk around your car and
watching the person in the mirrors.

(See also: Road Safety Topics - Always Check Your Blind Spot)

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Fasten your seat belt

Use your seat belt every
time you travel in any
vehicle equipped with seat
belts. All passengers should
be buckled up in their own
seat belt or child seat.

Drivers who do not buckle
up can be fined up to $500
and given two demerit
points. (See section: The
demerit point system).
Drivers may aso receive
demerit pointsif they fail to
ensure that passengers under
16 years of age are properly
buckled in a seat belt or
child car seat. Level One
(G1) and Level Two (G2)
drivers who do not wear a
seat belt or who do not
ensure thereisaworking
seat belt for every passenger
can lose their licence for 30
days. Never put more than
one person into a seat belt;
this can cause serious injury or even death in acollision.

Seat belts should be worn snug enough to keep you in your seat during a
collision. Wear the shoulder strap over your shoulder, never under your arm.
The lap belt should be worn low over the hips, not against the stomach.

Use your seat belt aways, even when you are sitting in a position with an
active airbag. Airbags do not replace seat belts. In acollision, your seat belt
will keep you in position so that the airbag can protect you.
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Note: The safest place a passenger can travel isinside avehicle, properly
buckled in. It is not safe to travel outside avehicle, such asin the back of
apick-up truck, or in atrailer that is being towed. It isimportant for
passengers to be secured within a vehicle to avoid being thrown from the
vehicle during a collision.

For more information on seat belts call MTO INFO (416) 235-4686 or
1-800-268-4648.

(See also: Road Safety Topics -Seat Belts. Stay Safe and Secure)

TOP OF PAGE 4

Child Safety

To be safely protected in a
vehicle, children must be
properly secured in achild
car seat, booster seat or seat
belt, depending on their size
and devel opment.

Asadriver, you are
responsible for ensuring that
passengers under 16 years of
age are properly buckled
into a seat belt or child car
seat. The fine for not using a
child car seat asrequired by
law is up to $500 plus two
demerit points.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Child car seats must meet Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
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(CMVSS). Buckles and straps must be fastened according to the
manufacturer’ sinstructions. Newer vehicles that come equipped with a lower
anchorage or “1SOfix” system for securing a child car seat, do not require a
seat belt to secure the child car seat to the vehicle.

Children 12 years of age and under are safest in the back seat, away from
active air bags.

Infants that weigh less than nine kg or 20 Ib. must be buckled into a rear-
facing child safety seat attached to the vehicle by a seat belt. Do not put arear-
facing child car seat in a seat with an active airbag. If the airbag inflates, it
could seriously injure the child.

Toddlers nine to 18 kg (20 to 40 Ib.) travelling in their parent’ s vehicle must
be buckled into a child safety seat attached to the vehicle both by atether strap
at the top and at the base by a seat belt. Always follow the manufacturer’s
instructions.

Children weighing more than 18 kg (40 Ib.) who have outgrown forward-
facing child seats but who are too small to benefit from the protection that a
seat belt provides are safest using a booster seat. Use a high-back booster with
alap/shoulder belt or aregular vehicle booster with alap belt alone.

Children weighing more than 18 kg (40 Ib.) who are not in booster seats must
use a seat belt. Make sure the shoulder belt fits snugly against the body with
the lap belt fitting below the abdomen.

Correct installation of achild car seat is key for ensuring a child’ s safety.
Y our local public health unit isagood resource for finding out how to
properly install achild car seat.

Note: Be careful if buying aused child car seat. Ensure that the seat does
not show signs of deterioration, has not been in acollision, is not under
recall, is not more than 10 years old, and that it comes with complete
manufacturer’ sinstructions and all necessary equipment.

For more information on seat belts call MTO INFO (416) 235-4686 or
1-800-268-4648.

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section2b1.htm (7 of 11) [11/12/2003 3:45:11 PM]



Driver's Handbook Online - Safe and Responsible Driving

(See also: Road Safety Topics
. Safe & Secure: choosing and using child car seats
. Child Car Seat Legislation and Best Practices)

TOP OF PAGE 4

Seat Belts And Child Car Seats Save Lives

Seat belts and child safety seats reduce the risk of injury or death in
collisions.

. Seat belts help keep you inside and in control of the vehicle during
acollision. People who are thrown from a vehicle have a much
lower chance of surviving acollision.

. Seat belts keep your head and body from hitting the inside of the
vehicle or another person in the vehicle. When avehicle hitsa
solid object, the people inside keep moving until something stops
them. If you are not wearing your seat belt, the steering wheel,
windshield, dashboard or another person might be what stops you.
This "human collision” often causes serious injury.

. Fireor sinking in water arerarein collisions. If they do happen,
seat belts help keep you conscious, giving you a chance to get out
of the vehicle.

. Inasudden stop or swerve, no one can hold onto a child who is not
in aseat belt or child seat. Infants or children who are not wearing
seat belts can be thrown against the vehicle'sinterior, collide with
other people or be gected.

« When using a child car seat, make sure that the seat istightly
secured by the vehicle seat belt or by the anchor bar with the
| SOfix system. When installing the child car seat, kneel on top of
the seat and use your body weight to push it into the vehicle seat
and tighten the seat belt as much as possible. The installed child
car seat should move no more than 2.5 cm (1 inch) away from the
vehicle seat back.

. Usealocking clip where needed to ensure that the seat belt stays
locked into position and will not develop slack during a collision.

. If arear-facing car seat does not rest at the proper 45-degree angle,
then you can prop up the base of the seat with atowel or a
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Styrofoam bar ("pool noodle"). Eighty per cent of the base of a
forward-facing car seat should be firmly supported by the vehicle
sedl.

For more information on seat belts and child car seats call MTO INFO (416)
235-4686 or 1-800-268-4648

(See also: Road Safety Topics - Seat Belts, Car Seats, and Air Bags)

( Related Link*: Transport Canada - Road Safety: Keep Kids Safe: Car Time
1-2-3-4)

* External Links Disclaimer

TOP OF PAGE 4

Turn on headlights at night and in poor conditions

Headlights make it easier for
you to see and be seen at
night and in poor light
conditions. Y our vehicle's
headlights must shine a
white light that can be seen
at least 150 metresin front
and is strong enough to light
up objects 110 metres away.
Y ou must also have red rear
lights that can be seen 150 Highbeams
metres away and awhite

light lighting the rear licence

plate when headlights are

on.
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Turn on headlights one-half
hour before sunset and keep
them on until one-half hour
after sunrise. Y ou must
always use lights when fog,
snow or rain keeps you from
clearly seeing people or
vehicles |ess than 150
metres away. Please see the
topic Driving at night and in
bad weather.

Lowbeams

Don’t drive with only one headlight or with lights that are not aimed properly.
Have your headlight adjustment checked regularly, keep them clean, and
replace burned-out bulbs as soon as possible.

Parking lights are only for parking. In low light, use your headlights, not
parking lights.

When you use highbeam headlights, remember to switch to lowbeams within
150 metres of an oncoming vehicle. Use your lowbeams when you are less
than 60 metres behind another vehicle unless you are passing it. These rules
apply to al roads, including divided ones.

Studies show that using daytime running lights makes it easier for other
drivers to see you. Remember to switch to regular headlights one-half hour

before sunset.
TOP OF PAGE 4
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Driving along

Always be aware of traffic around you as you drive. Develop a routine for looking ahead, behind and
from side to side. Check your mirrors every five seconds or so, and check your blind spots by turning
your head to look over your shoulder. Keep other drivers out of your blind spot by changing your
speed and don't drive in other vehicles blind spots. Be extra careful at dusk and dawn when everyone
has difficulty adjusting to the changing light.

Keep a cushion of space around your vehicle and be prepared for the unexpected. Anticipate other
driver’s movements and make allowances for every possible error. Look well ahead and watch for
people in parked vehicles — they may be about to pull out in front of you or to open a door. Watch
for smaller vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians.

. Steer smoothly

. Usesignas

. Keepright

. Obey speed limits
. Obey police

. Keep asafe distance
. Sharing the road

Steer smoothly

All steering should be smooth and precise. Y ou should do most steering and lane changes without
taking either hand off the wheel. Y ou should also be able to steer in a straight line while shifting
gears, adjusting controls or checking your blind spot.

Picture the steering wheel as a clock and place your hands at nine o’ clock and three o’ clock or at 10
o’ clock and two o’ clock.
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Use signals

Left Turn Right Turn Slowing Down OR Stopping

Signalstell other drivers what you want to do, giving them a chance to co-operate.

Use your turn signals and brake lights to signal before stopping, slowing down, turning, changing
lanes, leaving the road, or moving out from a parked position. Give the correct signal well before the
action and make sure other drivers can seeit. Check that the way is clear before you act — just
signaling is not enough.

If your turn signals and brake lights are not working, use hand and arm signals. The pictures show
how to make hand and arm signals. When watching for signals made by others, remember that
cyclists may signal right turns by holding their right arms straight out.

After signalling, move only when it is safe to do so.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Keep right

Keep to the right of the road or in the right-hand lane on multi-lane roads unless you want to turn left
or pass another vehicle. Thisis especially important if you are driving more slowly than other
vehicles.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Obey speed limits

Obey the maximum speed limit posted on signs along the road, but always drive at a speed that will
let you stop safely. This means driving below the maximum speed in bad weather, in heavy traffic or
in a construction zone.

Where there are no posted speed limits, the maximum speed is 50 km/h in cities, towns, villages and
built-up areas and 80 km/h elsewhere.

(See also: Road Safety Topics - Driving the speed limit )

TOP OF PAGE 4

Obey police

When police officers are directing traffic, you must follow their directions even if they are different
from traffic lights or signs.

Bring your vehicle to a safe stop when a police officer signals you to pull over.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Keep a safe distance from other vehicles

Asagenerd rule, drive
at the same speed as
traffic around you
without going over the
speed limit. Leave a
cushion of space around
your vehicleto let other
drivers see you and to
avoid acollision.

Whenever you follow
another vehicle, you
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need enough space to

stop safely if the other ﬂr& h

vehicle brakes suddenly. ” M e

A safe following 45 0 3
n

distanceis at least two 0
seconds behind the 556
vehicle in front of you. AN
Thislets you see around
the vehicle ahead and
gives you enough
distance to stop
suddenly.

Do not block the normal
and reasonable
movement of traffic.

To give yourself atwo-second space, follow these steps:

1. Pick amarker on the road ahead, such as aroad sign or telephone pole.

2. When the rear of the vehicle ahead passes the marker, count "one thousand and one, one
thousand and two".

3. When the front of your vehicle reaches the marker, stop counting. If you reach the marker
before you count "one thousand and two," you are following too closely.

L eave more than a two-second distance in bad weather and when following large vehicles that block
your view of the road ahead. Y ou will also need to |eave more space when your vehicle is heavily
loaded and when following smaller, lighter vehicles, such as motorcycles, that can stop more quickly
than you.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Sharing the road

Sharing the road with other vehicles

Motorcycles, mopeds, motor assisted bicycles and bicycles are harder to see because of their size.
Drivers of these vehicles may make sudden moves because of uneven road surfaces or poor weather
conditions. And because they are less protected, they are more likely to beinjured in a collision.

Drivers of motorcycles, mopeds, motor assisted bicycles and bicycles must obey the same rules of
the road as car drivers. However, mopeds, motor assisted bicycles and bicycles that cannot keep up
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with traffic should drive as close as possible to the
right edge of the road. For safety, cyclists should
ride at least one metre away from parked vehicles
and at least one-half metre away from the curb to
avoid debris, potholes and sewer grates. If the lane
iswide enough, you may share it with the cyclist,
keeping a safe distance to the cyclist’ s left. If the
lane is not wide enough to share, the cyclist has the
right to use the whole lane.

Motorcycles use afull lane; treat them like other
vehicles when driving. Since many motorcycle turn
signals do not automatically shut off, be careful
when turning left in front of an oncoming
motorcycle with its turn signal on. Make sure the
motorcyclist isturning and not going through your
path having forgotten to switch off the turn signal.

Sharing the road with large vehicles

The length and width of large trucks can create specia driving situations. For example, drivers of
long trucks that are turning right may move into the left lane to avoid hitting the curb as they turn.

If you ignore atruck’ sturn signals and pull up on itsright side, you may be squeezed between the
truck and the curb when the turn begins.

Most trucks need alonger distance to stop than cars. Signal well before turning, slowing or stopping
to give trucks behind you enough time to brake. When stopped going uphill, atruck may roll back
farther than a car when the driver releases the brake and engages the clutch. Leave at |east one car
length between your vehicle and the truck.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

On some high-speed roads with more than two lanes in each direction, trucks longer than 6.5 metres
cannot use the far left lane. Overhead signs mark these lanes. Trucks must use the lane to the right to
pass slower vehicles, so try to keep thislane clear.

On some roads, buses have specia stopping areas for dropping off and picking up passengers. Y ou
must let buses re-enter traffic from these areas.
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(See also: Road Safety Topics - Sharing the road with Trucks)

Sharing the road with pedestrians

Pay specia attention to pedestrians, whether they are crossing roads in traffic, walking or jogging
alongside roads, or using crosswalks or pedestrian crossings. Elderly pedestrians or those with
disabilities need extra caution and courtesy from drivers as they may be slow in crossing the road. Be
alert for pedestrians who are blind, visually impaired, hearing impaired, people in wheel chairs or
people walking slowly due to some other physical impairment and give them appropriate
consideration. Pedestrians who are blind or visually impaired may use awhite cane or guide dog to
help them travel safely along sidewalks and across intersections. Caution signs are posted in some
areas where there is a special need for driversto be alert.

Some streetcar stops have a special safety island or zone for passengers getting on and off. Pass these

safety islands and zones at a reasonable speed. Always be ready in case pedestrians make sudden or
unexpected moves.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Driving through intersections

Slow down as you come to intersections and look carefully for traffic, yield signs, stop
signs, traffic lights, cyclists and pedestrians.

There are two main types of intersections: controlled and uncontrolled.

. Controlled intersections
. Uncontrolled intersections
. Yidding the right-of-way

Controlled intersections
Controlled intersections have traffic lights, yield signs or stop signs to control traffic.

At acontrolled intersection where you face a green light, drive carefully through the
intersection at a steady speed. If the light has been green for awhile, be prepared to stop
when it turns yellow. However, if you are already so close that you cannot stop safely, drive
through the intersection with caution. Where you face ared light, come to a complete stop
and wait until the light turns green.

When you approach an intersection on amain road, and the road beyond the side street is
blocked with traffic, stop before entering the intersection and wait until the traffic ahead
moves on. This does not apply if you are turning left or right.

At acontrolled intersection where you face ayield sign, slow down or stop if necessary and
wait until the way is clear before driving through the intersection.
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At acontrolled intersection where you face a stop sign, come to a complete stop. Drive
through the intersection only when the way is clear.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Uncontrolled intersections

Uncontrolled intersections have no signs or traffic lights. They are usually found in areas
where there is not much traffic. Be extra careful around these intersections.

If two vehicles come to an uncontrolled intersection from different roads at the same time,

the driver on the left must let the driver on theright go first. Thisis called yielding the right-
of-way.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Yielding the right-of-way

There are times when you must yield the right-of-way. This means you must let another
person go first. Here are some rules about when you must yield the right-of-way.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.
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Diagram 2-11 Diagram 2-12

At an intersection without signs or lights, you must yield the right-of-way to any vehicle
approaching from the right (Diagram 2-11).

At an intersection with stop signs at all corners, you must yield the right-of-way to the first
vehicle to come to a complete stop. If two vehicles stop at the same time, the vehicle on the
left must yield to the vehicle on the right (Diagram 2-12).

Diagram 2-13 Diagram 2-14

At any intersection where you want to turn left or right, you must yield the right-of-way. If
you are turning left, you must wait for approaching traffic to pass or turn and for
pedestrians in your path to cross. If you are turning right, you must wait for pedestrians to
crossif they arein your path (Diagram 2-13).

A yield sign means you must slow down or stop if necessary and yield the right-of-way to
traffic in the intersection or on the intersecting road.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

When entering aroad from a private road or driveway, you must yield to vehicles on the
road and pedestrians on the sidewalk (Diagram 2-14).

Y ou must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians crossing at specially marked pedestrian
crossings or crossovers (Diagram 2-15).
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Diagram 2-15

Remember, signalling does not give you the right-of-way. Y ou must make sure the way is
clear.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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%etting Your )

© Driver's Stopping

_E Licence

% Safe and Knowing how to stop safely and properly is an important driving skill. Good drivers see

“Responsible  Stops ahead, check their mirrors and begin braking early, stopping smoothly. Braking is

S Driving easier when you sit properly. Use your right foot for both brake and gas pedals so you

%raﬁic Sians won't step on both pedals at the same time or flash your brake lights unnecessarily. Press

“ondLignts thebrake pedal firmly and evenly.

%eepi_”g vour In avehicle with manual transmission, try shifting into alower gear going down long,
Erc";f]rcz steep hills. Thiswill help control your speed and you won't have to brake as sharply.

Downshift before starting downhill since it may not be possible afterwards. As a guide,
our Vehicle  you should be in the same gear going downhill as uphill.

Level Two
oad Test

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.
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Diagram 2-16 Diagram 2-17

Y ou must come to a complete stop at al stop signs and red traffic lights. Stop at the stop
lineif it is marked on the pavement (Diagram 2-16).

If thereis no stop line, stop at the crosswalk, marked or not. If there is no crosswalk,
stop at the edge of the sidewalk. If there is no sidewalk, stop at the edge of the
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intersection (Diagram 2-17). Wait until the way is clear before entering the intersection.

Stopping at railway crossings
Stopping at school crossings
Stopping for school buses
Stopping for pedestrian crossings

Stopping at railway crossings

All railway
crossings on
public roads
in Ontario
are marked
with large
red and
white * X’
signs.
Watch for
these signs
and be prepared to stop. Y ou may also see signs warning of railway crossings ahead. On
private roads, railway crossings may not be marked, so watch carefully.

Asyou come to a crossing, slow down, listen and look both ways to make sure the way
IS clear before crossing the tracks. If atrain is coming, stop at least five metres from the
nearest rail. Do not cross the track until you are sure al trains have passed.

Some railway crossings have flashing signal lights and some use gates or barriers to

keep drivers from crossing the tracks when atrain is coming. At arailway crossing
where the signal lights are flashing, stop at |east five metres from the nearest rail. Do not
cross until the signals stop flashing. If the crossing has a gate or barrier, wait until it rises
or opens before crossing. It is dangerous and illegal to drive around, under or through a
railway gate or barrier whileit is being opened or closed.

Buses and other public vehicles are required to stop at railway crossings that are not
protected by gates or signal lights. School buses must stop at railway crossings whether
or not they are protected by gates or signal lights. Watch for these buses and be prepared
to stop behind them.
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Be careful in heavy traffic not to drive onto arailway crossing if you may have to stop

on the tracks. Always make sure there is enough space to drive across the tracks
completely before you begin to cross.

(See also: Road Safety Topics - Stopping at railway crossings)

Related Links*
For more information on railway safety:
. Transport Canada - Rail Safety Directorate

. Direction 2006: a partnership between all levels of government, railway

companies, public safety organizations, police, unions and community groups.
* External Links Disclaimer
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Stopping at school crossings

Y ou must stop for school crossing guards guiding children across aroad. These guards
carry red and white stop signs. Drivers who don't stop can be fined..

TOP OF PAGE 4

Stopping for school buses

All school busesin Ontario, whatever their size, are chrome yellow and display the
words ‘ School Bus'.

No matter what direction you are travelling in, you must stop whenever you approach a
stopped school bus with its upper alternating red lights flashing, unless you are on aroad
with amedian. In that case only vehicles coming from behind must stop. (A medianisa
raised, lowered or earth strip dividing aroad where vehicles travel in both directions.)
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Coming from the
opposite direction,
stop at a safe
distance for children
to get off the bus and
crosstheroad in
front of you. If you
are coming from
behind the bus, stop
at least 20 metres
away. Do not go until
the bus moves or the
lights have stopped
flashing.

Y ou must obey the
school buslaw on
any road, no matter
how many lanes or
what the speed limit.
Be prepared to stop
for a school bus at
any time, not just
within school hours.

Aswell asthe upper
aternating red
flashing lights,

school buses use a
stop sign arm on the
driver’ s side of the bus. This arm, a standard stop sign with alternating flashing red lights
at top and bottom, swings out after the upper alternating red lights begin to flash. Do not
go until the arm folds away and all lights stop flashing.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.
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If you don't stop for a school bus, you can be fined $400 to $2,000 and get six
demerit points for afirst offence. If you break the rule a second time within five
years, the penalty isafine of $1,000 to $4,000 and six demerit points. Y ou could
also gotojail for up to six months.

Watch for school buses near railway crossings. All school buses must stop at all railway
crossings. The upper alternating red lights are not used for these stops, so be adert.
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(See also: Road Safety Topics - Ontario's School Bus Stopping Law )
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Stopping for pedestrian crossings

o
g Pedestrian
= crossings -
§ 2 also called
o > "crossovers'
©
e -let
52 pedestrians
5 % safely cross
35 roads where
53 thereare no
&3 traffic
© — .
£5 lights.
S 3 Always
38 watch for
g2 pedestrians
2 3 and people
[} .
o g using
5 S wheelchairs
86 near these —
;% o crossings. At some crossings, pedestrians can push a button to make overhead yellow
2 £ lights flash; at all crossings, pedestrians should point across the road to show they want
- 8 to cross. Drivers, including cyclists, must stop and let all pedestrians cross. Once people
N have cleared your side of the road you can go with caution.
> .=
o O
(ON S

Do not pass any vehicle within 30 metres of a pedestrian crossing.

1
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Contents

Safe and Responsible Driving

Getting Your

Driver's Licence
Safe and
Responsible

Driving

Traffic Signs and

Changing directions

Before you turn a corner, back up or turn around, always check your mirrors
and over your shoulder to make sure the way is clear and you have enough
space to complete the move safely.

Lights .
. lurning acorner

. Right turns
. Left turns

Your Vehicle . Backing up
. Turning around

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

The Level Two
Road Test

Turning a corner

To turn acorner, signal well before the turn. When the way is clear, move into
the proper lane — either the far right lane for aright turn or the far left lanein
your direction for aleft turn. Signal your turn and look from side to side to
make sure the way is clear.

Slow down before you enter the turn; the sharper the turn, the slower you
should go. To keep full control of the turn, finish braking before you turn the
steering whesl.

For a sharp turn, turn the steering wheel with one hand and cross the other
hand over it. Grip the wheel on the other side and continue turning. Thisis
called “hand over hand steering.” When you have completed the turn, relax
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your grip on the steering wheel and let it slip or gently feed it through your
hands to return to the straight-ahead position. Do not turn the steering wheel
with one finger or the flat palm of your hand.

Gradually increase speed as you complete the turn.

Remember, driverslose control of vehicles and skid because they try to do
more than one thing at atime. Try not to brake and steer at the same time.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Right turns

Unless signs or pavement
markings tell you not to,
aways begin and end aright
turn close to the right side of
the road.

To make aright turn, signal
well before the turn and
move into the right-hand
lane when the way is clear.
If the right-hand lane is not
marked, keep asfar to the
right of the road as possible. Look ahead, left, right and |eft again before
starting to turn. If you may not have seen any smaller vehicles or pedestrians,
check your right rear blind spot. Let cyclists or moped riders go through the
intersection before you turn. When it is safe, make your turn into the right-
hand lane of the road.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Right turn on ared light

Unless a sign tells you not to, you may turn right on ared light as long as you
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first come to a complete stop and wait until the way is clear. Remember to
yield to pedestrians and others using the road.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Left turns

Unless signs or pavement markings tell you not to, always begin and end a left
turn in the far left lane in your direction.

To make aleft turn, signa well before the turn and move into the far left lane
when the way is clear. Look ahead, left, right and left again and check your
blind spot. Make your turn when the way is clear.

When you are stopped at an intersection waiting for approaching traffic to
clear, don’t turn your steering wheel to the left until you can complete the
turn. With your wheels turned to the left, your vehicle could be pushed into
the path of oncoming traffic.

When two vehicles coming from opposite directions meet in an intersection
waliting to turn left, each should turn to the left of the other after yielding the
right-of-way to pedestrians and oncoming traffic.

Motorcycles, bicycles and mopeds turn left at intersections in the same way as
larger vehicles. If you are making aleft turn behind one of these vehicles, do
not pull up beside it to make your turn at the same time. Stay behind and turn
when the way is clear. Wait for the smaller vehicle to move right before you
pass.

The following diagrams show you the correct way to turn left on different

types of roads:

Two-way road to a two-way road.
Turn from the lane closest to the centre line to the lane right of the centre line,
following a smooth arc. Then, when you can, move into the right curb lane.
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One-way road to a one-way road.
Turn from the left curb lane to the left curb lane.
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Left-turn lanes

Some roads have special
lanes for vehicles turning
left (Diagram 2-27). At an
intersection where left-turn
lanes are marked on the
pavement, make your turn
from the marked lane. Keep
this lane position as you turn
onto the other road.

The centre lane of some Diagram 2-27
roadsis used as a two-way

left-turn lane

(Diagram 2-28). This lets

left-turning vehicles from

both directions wait for a

chance to turn without

holding up traffic. Tousea

two-way left-turn lane,

follow these steps:

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

1. Signa and
move into the
centre lane
shortly before
your turn.
Slow down.

2. Carefully
move forward
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to a spot
opposite the
road or
driveway
where you
want to turn.
3. Makeyour
turn when the
way isclear.

Remember that vehicles
from the opposite direction
also use thislane to turn left.
Asthey wait in front of you,
it may be hard for you to see
oncoming traffic. Only go
when you are sure the way is
clear.

Left turn on ared light

Y ou may turn left from a Diagram 2-28

one-way road to a one-way

road on ared light after

coming to a complete stop and making sure the way isclear. Yield to
pedestrians and traffic.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Backing up

Take extra care and move slowly when backing up (reversing) your vehicle.
Before you begin, check that the way is clear behind you. Be especialy
careful to look for children and cyclists. Put the gear selector in reverse and
turn sideways in your seat to ook over your shoulder in the direction you are
moving, while holding the steering wheel firmly.
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If you are reversing straight
back or to the right, turn
your body and head to the
right and look back over
your right shoulder
(Diagram 2-29). When
reversing to the left, turn
your body and head to the
left and look over your left
shoulder (Diagram 2-30).
Always check the opposite
shoulder aswell. If you are
turning as you reverse,
check that the front end of
your vehicle does not hit
anything.

You don't have to wear a
seat belt while backing up. If
you need to remove your
seat belt to turn your body to
see properly when reversing,
do so. But don’t forget to
buckle up again before
moving forward.

) Itisillegal todrivein
Diagram 2-30 reverse on adivided road
that has a speed limit of

more than 80 km/h. This applies to the travelled section of the road and the
shoulder. The only exception to thisruleisif you are trying to help someone
in trouble.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Turning around
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Y ou may need to turn around when driving if you miss aturn or go too far
along aroad. There are several ways to do this safely.

The ssimplest and safest way is to drive around the block, but there may be
times when thisis not possible. In such cases, a U-turn or athree-point turn
may be necessary.

U-turn

Before you make a U-turn, check to make sure there is no sign saying not to.
To make a U-turn safely, you must be able to see well in both directions. It is
illegal to make a U-turn on acurve in the road, on or near arailway crossing
or hilltop, or near a bridge or tunnel that blocks your view. Never make a U-
turn unless you can see at least 150 metres in both directions.

To make a U-turn, signal for aright turn, check your mirror and over your
shoulder and pull over to the right side of the road. Stop. Signal aleft turn and
when traffic is clear in both directions, move forward and turn quickly and
sharply into the opposite lane. Check for traffic asyou turn.

Three-point turn

On narrow roads you need to
make a three-point turn to
change directions. As shown
in Diagram 2-31, athree-
point turn starts from the far
right side of the road.

Signal for aleft turn. When
the way is clear in both
directions, move forward,
turning the steering wheel
sharply left towards the curb
on the far side of the road.
When you have reached the
left side of the road, stop,
and put the vehicleinto
reverse. Signal aright turn.
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After checking that the way
isstill clear, turn the steering
wheel sharply to theright,
while backing up slowly to
the other side of the road.
Stop. Shift to forward gear
and check traffic. When the
way isclear, drive forward.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.
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Contents Safe and Responsible Driving
Getting Your Driver's . L

Licence Changing positions

Safe and

Changing your position on the road involves changing lanes or overtaking
and passing another vehicle. Before beginning, be sure you have enough

Responsible Driving

IS SIS ENe space and time to complete the move safely.
Lights
Keeping Your . Changing lanes
Driver's Licence . Pass a

Your Vehicle

The Level Two Road
Test

Changing lanes

Changing lanesisa
sideways movement from
one lane to another on
roads with two or more
lanesin the same
direction. Y ou may want
to change lanesto
overtake another vehicle,
to avoid a parked vehicle
or when the vehicle ahead
slowsto turn at an
intersection.

Never change lanes
without giving the proper
signal and looking to
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make sure the move can
be made safely.

Here are the steps for
making alane change.

1. Check your
mirrors for a space
in traffic where
you can enter
safely.

2. Check your blind
spot by look-ing
over your shoulder
in the direction of
the lane change.
Signal that you
want to move | eft
or right.

3. Check againto
make sure the way
is clear and that no
one is coming too
fast from behind
or from two lanes
over on amulti-
lane road.

4. Steer gradually into the new lane. Do not slow down - maintain the
same speed or gently increaseit.

heck again

sheck blind spot
and: signal

>heck for safe
pace gap

Never make sudden lane changes by cutting in front of another vehicle,
including bicycles. Other drivers expect you to stay in the lane you are
already in. Even if you signal, they expect you to yield the right-of-way.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.

Avoid unnecessary lane changes or weaving from lane to lane. You are
more likely to cause a collision, especialy in heavy traffic or bad weather.
Don't change lanesin or near an intersection. Remember that spending a
few seconds behind another vehicle is often safer than going around it.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Passing

Passing is changing lanes
to move past a slower
vehicle. Although all
roads have speed limits,
not all vehiclestravel at
the same speed. For
example, cyclists,
vehicles working on the
road and drivers
preparing to turn are
usually slower than the
main traffic. Y ou will
likely want to pass some
slow-moving vehicles
when you are behind
them.

Never overtake and pass
another vehicle unless
you are sure you can do
so without danger to
yourself or others. Don't
pass moving snow plows
under any conditions. If
in doubt, do not pass.

Here are the steps for
passing a vehicle:

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.
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1. Useyour left-turn signal to show that you want to pass and check
that the way is clear ahead and behind before moving into the
passing lane.

2. Watch out for bicycles and small vehicles that may be hidden from
view in front of the vehicle you are about to pass. Also watch for
vehicles that may be turning left in front of you and vehicles or
pedestrians entering the road from another road or driveway.

3. Change lanes only after signalling. After overtaking, signal that you
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want to move back into the lane you started from, and when you can
see dl of the front of the vehicle you are passing in your rear view
mirror, make the lane change. Be careful not to cut off avehicle by
suddenly moving in front of it.

4. If the vehicle you are passing speeds up, do not race. Go back to
your original lane. And do not speed up when another driver is
trying to pass you. It is rude and dangerous.

Do not pass within 30 metres of a pedestrian crossing.

When passing parked vehicles, watch carefully for people suddenly
opening doors or for doors opened to load and unload.

Motorcycles, bicycles and mopeds often need to pull to the left or right side
of their lane to avoid dangerous road conditions or to be seen by other
drivers. Do not take this as an invitation to pass in the same lane. If you do
want to pass these vehicles, do so by changing lanes.

When another vehicle wants to pass you, you must move to the right and
let it pass. When being passed on an undivided road where the passing
driver has pulled into the opposite lane, pay attention to oncoming traffic
and move closer to the right side of the lane. Be prepared to slow down to
let the passing driver get in front of you more quickly to prevent a
collision.

On many high-speed roads with three or more lanes in each direction,
trucks are not allowed to drive in the far left-hand lane. This means that the
lane next to it isthe truck passing lane. If you are in this lane and a truck
wants to pass, move into the right-hand lane as soon as you can.

Passing at night

Be very careful when you pass other vehicles at night. If you have to pass
and the way is clear, follow these steps:

1. Switch your headlights to low beams as you approach a vehicle
from behind.

2. Switch your highbeams on and off quickly to warn the driver ahead
you are going to pass.

3. Signal, check your mirrors and blind spot, and pull out to pass. As
you move alongside the vehicle you are passing, switch on your
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highbeams. This
will let you see
more of the road
ahead.

4. When you can see
all of the front of
the vehicle you are
passing in your
rear view mirror,
you are far enough
ahead to pull back
into the right lane.
Remember to
signal.

Passing and climbing lanes

Some high-speed roads have special passing or climbing lanes. These lanes
let slower vehicles move into the right-hand lane so that faster ones can
pass safely in the left lane.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Some high-speed roads have specia passing or climbing lanes. These lanes
let slower vehicles move into the right-hand lane so that faster ones can
pass safely in the left lane.
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Passing on the shoulder

Y ou may drive on the right shoulder only to pass a vehicle turning left and
only if the shoulder is paved. The exception to thisis when you are directed
by a person controlling traffic on the road to pass on the right or when the
operator of avehicle working on the road signals you to pass on the right
and you can do so safely. Y ou may not pass on the left shoulder, paved or
not.

Passing on the right

Most passing is done on the left. Y ou may pass on the right on multi-lane
or one-way roads and when overtaking a streetcar or aleft-turning vehicle.

Passing on the right can be more dangerous than passing on the left. If you
are driving in the passing lane with a slower vehicle in front of you, wait
for the vehicle to move to the right. Do not suddenly change lanes and pass
on the right; the driver in front may realize you want to pass and move to
the right at the same time you do.

Passing streetcars

Y ou must pass streetcars on the right unless you are driving on a one-way
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At streetcar stops, stay at least two metres behind the rear doors where
passengers are getting off or on.

This rule does not apply at stops where an area has been set aside for

streetcar passengers. Always pass these areas at a reasonable speed and be
prepared for pedestrians to make sudden or unexpected moves.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Safe and
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conens  Safe and Responsible Driving

Getting Your

Driver's Parkin g
Licence
Safe and Since parking rules change from road to road

Responsible and place to place, always watch for and obey
Driving signs that say you may not stop or limit
stopping, standing or parking. Be aware that not

Zraffic Signs al parking by-laws are posted on signs.

and Lights

Keeping Your . Some basic parking rules

Driver's . . . .
Licence . Parking for people with disabilities
_ . Paralel parking
gour Venicle . Parking on ahill
The Level Two . Roadside stop
Road Test

Here are some basic parking rules:

. Never park on the travelled part of aroad. Drive off the road onto the shoulder if you must
stop for some reason.

. Never park on acurve, hill or anywhere you do not have aclear view for at least 125
metres in both directions.

. Do not park where you will block avehicle already parked or where you will block a
sidewalk, crosswalk, pedestrian crossing or road entrance.

. Do not park within three metres of afire hydrant, on or within 100 metres of a bridge or
within six metres of a public entrance to a hotel, theatre or public hall when it is open to the
public.

« Do not park within nine metres of an intersection or within 15 metresif it is controlled by
traffic lights.

. Do not park within 15 metres of the nearest rail of alevel railway crossing.

. Do not park where you will get in the way of traffic or snow clearing.

. Never open the door of your parked vehicle without first making sure that you will not
endanger any other person or vehicle or interfere with traffic. When you must open a door
next to traffic, keep it open only long enough to load or unload passengers.

. Never park in a space designated for people with disabilities unless you display a Disabled
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Person Parking Permit in the windshield of your vehicle. The permit must belong to you or
one of your passengers. This aso appliesto standing or stopping at curb areas reserved for
picking up and dropping off passengers with disabilities.

After parking your vehicle, alwaysturn off the ignition and the lights, remove the key and lock the
door to stop theft. Do not leave children or animalsin the vehicle.

Before moving from a parked position, always signal and check for traffic, pulling out only when

it issafeto do so.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Parking for people with disabilities

The Disabled Person aTTETTeTE e ——
Parking Permit, issued by ey fh £

the Ministry of = =

Transportation, replaced LR B o G e
disabled symbol licence
plates and municipal
parking permitsin 1990.

e e
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The portable permit may
be used in any vehicle in which adriver or passenger with adisability istravelling. A vehicle
displaying the permit and carrying a person with a disability (either as driver or passenger)
may park in designated spaces. Ontario, all other Canadian provinces, and most American
states recognize the permit.

The permit is available, free of charge, to eligible applicants. To be eligible, you must be
unable to walk more than 200 metres without serious difficulty or danger to safety or health.
Y ou must show amedical certificate from alicensed physician, chiropractor, osteopathic
physician, physiotherapist or occupational therapist. Temporary permits are also available for
people with adisability lasting more than two months but not permanent. Companies and
organizations that provide transportation regularly to people with disabilities can also apply
for permits. Application forms are available at any Driver and Vehicle Licence Offices.

Itisillegal to park in aparking space for people with disabilities unless you have an official
parking permit and are transporting the permit holder. Y ou must display the permit on the sun
visor or dashboard in the windshield of the vehicle.

If your permit is due to expire on or after March 01, 2002, you will get arenewal notice and
an application form in the mail approximately three months in advance. Complete the top
portion of the application form and have your doctor complete the bottom portion. Then take
the completed form to a Driver and Vehicle Licence Office, or mail it to the Ministry of
Transportation, P. O. Box 9200, Kingston, Ont. K7L 5K4. The ministry will send you a new
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permit.
When you get it, destroy your old permit and display the new one.

Y ou could be fined $50 to $2,000 under municipal by-laws for unlawfully parking in a
designated space. These parking spaces are marked with a Disabled Person Parking Permit
sign.

(See also: Driversand Vehicles: Getting or Replacing a Disabled Person Parking Permit (DPPP) )

TOP OF PAGE 4

Parallel parking

Parallel parking means parking vehiclesin aline, front to rear, next to the curb or side of the road.
Park parallel to the curb on roads where parking is allowed unless there are signs saying that
vehicles should be parked at an angle. Park on the right side of the road in the direction of traffic.
Unless there are signs saying otherwise, you can parallel park on both sides of a one-way road.

To paralel park on
the right-hand side of
the road, find a space
that is about one and
half times longer than
your vehicle. Check
the traffic beside and
behind and signal
your wish to pull over
and stop. Drive
alongside — or parallel to — the vehicle ahead of the empty space, leaving about a metre between
the vehicles. Stop when your rear bumper isin line with the other vehicle.

1. Slowly and carefully reverse into the space, turning the steering wheel fully towards the
curb.

2. When you can see the outside rear corner of the vehicle in front of your space, straighten
your wheels as you continue to reverse.

3. Then turn the steering wheel fully toward the road to bring your vehicle in line with the
curb.

4. 1f your vehicleis not parallél to the curb, drive forward to straighten.
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5. When you are properly parked, set the parking brake and move the gear selector into park,
or shift into first or reverse gear if your vehicle has a manual transmission. Turn off the
engine. Remember to remove the key from the ignition. Check traffic before opening your
door. Lock your vehicle.

TOP OF PAGE 4

g

Parking on a hill

Diagram 2-40 A Diagram 2-40 B Diagram 2-40 C

When parking facing downhill, turn your front wheels towards the curb or right shoulder. This
will keep the vehicle from rolling into traffic if the brakes become disengaged (Diagram 2-40 A).

Turn the steering wheel to the left so the wheels are turned towards the road if you are facing
uphill with a curb. The tireswill catch the curb if it rolls backward (Diagram 2-40 B).

Facing uphill without a curb, turn the wheels sharply to the right. If the vehicle rolls, it will go off
the road rather than into traffic (Diagram 2-40 C).

When parking on ahill, always set the parking brake and move the gear selector into park, or shift
into first or reverse gear if your vehicle has amanual transmission. Turn off the engine and
remove the key. Check for traffic before opening the door and remember to lock your vehicle.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Roadside stop

When you need to stop by the side of the road for a short time — to check something outside your
vehicle or to look for directions on amap, for example — follow these directions.

Signal that you want to pull over and check your mirrors and blind spot to see when the way is
clear. Steer to the side of the road, stopping close to the curb or edge of the road.

If your vehicle has an automatic transmission, put the gear selector in park and set the parking
brake. If your vehicle has a manual transmission, set the parking brake and shift into neutral if not
turning off the engine, or shift into low or reverse if turning off the engine. Turn on your four-way
emergency flashers. When parking on ahill, turn your wheels in the appropriate direction to keep
your vehicle from rolling.

When pulling out from aroadside stop, turn off your flashers, release the parking brake and move

the gear selector to drive or shift into first gear. Signal and check your mirrors and blind spot to
make sure the way is clear of vehicles and cyclists before driving back onto the road.

TOP OF PAGE 4

4= PREVIOUS PAGE Safe and Responsible Driving NEXT PAGE w=p

| central site | feedback | search | site map | francais |
| Home | About the Ministry | Drivers & Vehicles | Traveller's Information | Trucks & Buses | Road Safety |
| What's New | Highways | Opportunities | Publications | Related Links | FAQ |

Ontario

Thiz site maintained by the Government of Ontaric, Canada

© 2003 Queen's Printer for Ontario

Last Modified: November 10, 2003

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section2b7.htm (5 of 5) [11/12/2003 3:47:47 PM]


http://www.gov.on.ca/mbs/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/feedback/handbook.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/search.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/map.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/french/dandv/driver/handbook/section2b7.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/about/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/traveller/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/new/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/engineering/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/business/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/pubs/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/sites/sites.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/faq/
http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/common/queens.html

Ministry of

Transportation

Ontario
| central site | Feedback | search | site map | Francais |

About the Ministry Drivers & Vehicles Traveller's Information |Trucks & Buses| Road Safety

Fighviays Refated LTnes

Location: Ministry Home > Drivers and Vehicles > Driver Licensing > Driver's Handbook Online > Safe Responsible

Driving > Freeway driving

Contents

Getting Your Driver's
Licence

Safe and
Responsible Driving

Traffic Signs and
Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two Road
Test

Safe and Responsible Driving

Freeway driving

A freeway — also called an expressway — is a high-speed, multi-lane
road. On afreeway, traffic going in each direction is separated and special
ramps let vehicles enter and exit. Vehicles travel faster on afreeway than
on other roads, so driving can be more demanding and difficult. However,
because there are no intersections, bicycles or pedestrians, freeway driving
can be safer for experienced drivers.

New drivers need to learn how to drive with other vehicles around them at
low speeds before trying freeway driving. Class G1 drivers may only drive
on freeways with alicensed driving instructor.

. Entering afreeway
. Driving along afreeway
. Leaving afreeway
. Highway hypnosis

Entering a freeway

There are usually two partsto afreeway entrance: an entrance ramp and an
acceleration lane. In thislane, driversraise their speed to the common
speed of traffic on the freeway before they merge withit.

Asyou move along the freeway entrance ramp, look ahead and check your
mirrors and blind spots to assess the traffic to see where you will move into
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the nearest freeway lane.

Asyou leave the ramp and enter the acceleration lane, signal and increase
your speed to merge smoothly with traffic. Freeway drivers should move
over, if it issafe to do so, leaving room for merging vehicles.

A few entrance ramps join the freeway on the left. This means you enter

the fastest lane of traffic first. Use the acceleration lane to match your
speed to the traffic, increasing your speed more quickly.

| TOP OF PAGE 4 |

Driving along a freeway

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.

Once on the freeway, a good safety-conscious driver moves at a steady
speed, looking forward and anticipating what’ s going to happen on the road
ahead. Traffic should keep to the right, using the left lanes for passing.

Asin city driving, your eyes should be constantly moving, scanning the
road ahead, to each side and behind. L ook ahead to where you are going to
be in the next 15 to 20 seconds, or as far ahead as you can see, when you
travel at faster speeds. Remember to keep scanning and check your mirrors
frequently.
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Stay clear of large vehicles. Because of their size, they block your view
more than other vehicles. Leave space around your vehicle. Thiswill let
you see clearly in every direction and will give you time and space to react.
(See Driving along: Keep a safe distance from other vehicles for correct

following distances.)

Be careful not to cut off any vehicle, large or small, when making alane
change or joining the flow of traffic. It is dangerous and illegal for a slower
moving vehicle to cut in front of afaster moving vehicle.

Use the far left lane of a multi-lane freeway to pass traffic moving slower
than the speed limit, but don't stay there. Drive in the right-hand lane when
possible. On many freeways with three or more lanes in each direction,
trucks cannot travel in the far left lane and must use the lane to the right for
passing. Get into the habit of driving in the right lane, leaving the other
lanes clear for passing.

| TOP OF PAGE 4 |

Leaving a freeway

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.
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There are usually three parts to a freeway exit: alane for slowing down that
leads drivers out of the main flow of traffic, an exit ramp and an
intersection with a stop sign, ayield sign or traffic light.
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When leaving the freeway, signal that you want to move into the slowing
lane, but do not slow down. When you are in the lane, reduce your speed
gradually to the speed shown for the exit ramp. Check your speedometer to
make sure you are going slowly enough. Y ou may not realize how fast you
are going because you are used to the high speed of the freeway. Be
prepared to stop at the end of the exit ramp.

Signstell you that there are freeway exits ahead far enough in advance for
you to make any lane changes safely. If you miss an exit, do not stop or
reverse on the freeway. Take the next exit.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Highway hypnosis

Driving for along time can be boring, especially at night or when you
drive at the same speed for long distances. Y ou can become
"hypnotized" where everything seemsto float by and you pay less
attention to what is happening around you. Y ou may even fall asleep.

Y ou can help prevent highway hypnosis by following afew ssimple
rules:

Don't eat a heavy meal before you drive.

Wear comfortable clothing.

Talk with your passengers, but not to the point of distraction.
Keep your eyes moving and check your mirrors often.

Take an interest in all road signs and traffic around you.
Take a coffee or walking break every hour.

Don't try to drive too far in one day.

Avoid driving during your normal sleeping hours.

K eep the temperature in your vehicle cool.

©WCoNO~WDNE

If you do start to become drowsy, do something different immediately.
Open awindow; talk to passengers; sing out loud; move your body
around a bit.

Stop at the next service centre or rest area and take a short walk or
have a coffee and eat alight snack. If you don't feel any more alert,
find a place to sleep for an hour or for the night.
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Workers on the road

Be extra careful when driving through construction zones and areas where people are
working on or near the road.

When approaching a construction zone, slow down and obey all warning signs and
people who are directing traffic through the area. In the construction zone, drive
carefully and adjust your speed and driving to suit the conditions. Obey posted speed
limits, do not change lanes, be ready for sudden stops and watch for workers and
construction vehicles on the road and give them more room to ensure everyone’ s safety.

Traffic control people are used at work zones to control vehicle traffic and prevent
conflicts between construction activity and traffic. Whether you are driving during the
day or at night, watch for traffic control people and follow their instructions.

Treat people working on roads with respect and be patient if traffic is delayed.
Sometimes traffic in one direction must wait while vehicles from the other lane pass
through a detour. If your lane is blocked and no one is directing traffic, yield to the
driver coming from the opposite direction. When the way is clear, move slowly and
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carefully around the obstacle.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Animals on the road

Y ou may come upon farm animals or wild animals on the road, especially in farming
areas and in the northern parts of the province.

Animal crossing signs warn drivers where there is aknown danger of large animals, such
as moose, deer or cattle, stepping onto the road, but small animals may appear anywhere.
Always be alert for animals and ready to react.

Look well ahead. At night, use your highbeams where possible. When you see an
animal, brake or slow down if you can without risk to vehicles behind you. If thereisno
traffic and no danger of colliding with any other object, steer around the animal, staying
in control of your vehicle.

In some areas of the province horse-drawn carriages may use the road. Be prepared to
share the road with them.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Cellular phones

Cellular phones can be an important safety aid for drivers. Many people use their phones
to report crimes and collisions and for personal safety when they are lost or their vehicle
breaks down.

But using a cellular phone while driving takes a driver’ s attention from the business of
driving. Distracted drivers are more likely to make adriving error or to react too slowly.
As more and more people use cellular phones, it isimportant that they be used safely.
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Make it a habit to use your cellular phone only when you are parked, or have a passenger
use the phone. If you are driving and your phone rings, let your cellular voice mail
service take the call and listen to the message |later when you are parked.

If you must use a cellular phone when driving, use a hands-free microphone. Make sure
your phoneis easy to see and reach and that you know how to use it. Use voice-activated
or speed dialing and never take notes while driving.

Currently, there is no law against using a cellular phone while driving, but you can be
charged with dangerous or careless driving if you cause a collision while using one.

(See also: Road Safety Topics - Motorists and Cellular Phones)
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Driver distractions

Driving isajob that requires your full attention every time you get behind the wheel. As
adriver, you must always remember to reduce distractions and focus on your driving.
Your first responsibility isto road safety.

There are a number of possible driver distractions including:

. Using technology devices such as cell phones, laptops or hand-held organizers
. Reading maps, directions or other material

. Grooming (combing hair, putting on make-up or shaving)

. Eating or drinking

. Taking notes

. Taking with passengers

. Tending to children or pets

. Adjusting the controlsin your vehicle (radio, CD player or climate control)

Careless driving is a serious offence. Police can charge drivers with careless driving if
drivers do not pay full attention to their driving. If you are convicted of careless driving,
you will get six demerit points and can be fined up to $1,000 and sentenced to up to six
monthsin jail. In some cases, your licence may be suspended for up to two years. Thisis
one of Ontario's toughest rules of the road.
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Tips to reduce driver distractions

. Attend to persona grooming and plan your route before you leave.
. ldentify and preset your vehicle's climate control, radio and CD player.

. Makeit ahabit to pull over and park to use your cell phone or have a
passenger take the call or let it go to voice mail.

. Put reading material in the trunk if you are tempted to read.

. Do not engage in emotional or complex conversations. Stress can also affect
your driving performance.

. When you are hungry or thirsty, take a break from driving.

Remember to focus on your driving at all times. A split-second distraction
behind the wheel can result in injury or even death.

(See dso: Road Safety Topics - Drivers, Y our Attention Please! )
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Emergency vehicles

If you hear the bell or siren of a police, fire, ambulance or public utility emergency
vehicle, or seeitslights flashing, you must get out of the way. On atwo-way road, stop
as close as possible to the right-hand side of the road and clear of any intersection.
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On aone-way road with more than two lanes, stop as close as possible to the nearest
edge of the road and clear of any intersection. Wait until the emergency vehicle has
passed.

Itisillegal to follow an on-duty fire vehicle or ambulance within 150 metresin any lane
going in the same direction.

Some volunteer firefighters use aflashing green light if they have to use their personal
vehicles to respond to afire. Courteous drivers yield the right-of-way to these vehicles.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Safe and Responsible
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Driving at night and in bad weather

At night and in weather conditions such as rain, snow or fog, you cannot see
as far ahead, even with headlights. Slow down when driving at night,
especially on unlit roads, and whenever weather conditions reduce your
visibility.

. Overdriving your headlights
. Glare

:

- Rain
. Skids
. Show
. lce

« Snow plows

Overdriving your headlights

Y ou are overdriving your headlights when you go so fast that your stopping
distance is farther than you can see with your headlights. Thisis a dangerous
thing to do, because you may not give yourself enough room to make a safe
stop. Reflective road signs can mislead you as well, making you believe you
can see farther than you really can. This may cause you to overdrive your
headlightsif you are not careful.
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Glare

Glareisdazzling light that
makes it hard for you to see
and be aware what others
around you are doing. It can
be a problem on sunny and
overcast days, depending on
the angle of the sun’srays
and your surroundings.
Glare can also be a problem
at night when you face
bright headlights or see them
reflected in your rear view
mirror.

When meeting oncoming vehicles with bright headlights at night, look up and
beyond and dlightly to the right of the oncoming lights. In daytime glare, use
your sun visor or keep apair of good quality sunglassesin your vehicle. When
you enter atunnel on a bright day, slow down to let your eyes adjust to the
reduced light. Remove your sunglasses and turn on your headlights.

Cut down glare at night by following the rules of the road for vehicle lights.
Use your lowbeam headlights within 150 metres of an oncoming vehicle or
when following a vehicle within 60 metres. On country roads, switch to
lowbeams when you come to a curve or hilltop so you can see oncoming
headlights and won'’t blind oncoming drivers. If you can’t see any headlights,
switch back to highbeams.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.
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Fog

Fog isathin layer of cloud resting on the ground. Fog can reduce visibility for
drivers, resulting in difficult driving conditions.

The best thing to do isto avoid driving in fog. Check weather forecasts and if
there isafog warning, delay your trip until it clears. If that is not possible or
you get caught driving in fog, there are a number of safe driving tips you
should follow.

If visibility is decreasing rapidly, move off the road and into a safe parking
areato wait for the fog to lift.

Tips for Safe Driving in Fog

Before you drive — and during your trip — check weather forecasts. |f
thereisafog warning, delay your trip until it clears, if possible. If you are
caught driving in fog, follow these safe driving tips:

DO:

. Slow down gradually and drive at a speed that suits the conditions.

. Make sure the full lighting system of your vehicle is turned on.

. Useyour lowbeam headlights. Highbeams reflect off the moisture
dropletsin the fog, making it harder to see.

. If you have fog lights on your vehicle, use them, in addition to
your lowbeams. They could save your life.

. Bepatient. Avoid passing, changing lanes and crossing traffic.

. Use pavement markings to help guide you. Use the right edge of
the road as a guide, rather than the centre line.

. Increase your following distance. Y ou will need extra distance to
brake safely.

. Look and listen for any hazards that may be ahead.

. Reduce the distractionsin your vehicle. For example, turn off the
cell phone. Y our full attention is required.

. Watch for any electronically-operated warning signs.

. Keeplooking as far ahead as possible.

. Keep your windows and mirrors clean. Use your defroster and
wipers to maximize your vision.

. If thefog istoo dense to continue, pull completely off the road and
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try to position your vehicle in an area protected from other traffic.
Turn on your emergency flashers.

DON'T:

. Don't stop on the travelled portion of the road. Y ou could become
thefirst link in a chain-reaction collision.

. Don't speed up suddenly, even if the fog seemsto be clearing. You
could find yourself suddenly back in fog.

. Don't speed up to pass avehicle moving slowly or to get away
from avehicle that is following too closely.

REMEMBER:

. Watch your speed. Y ou may be going faster than you think. If so,
reduce speed gradually.

. Leaveasafe braking distance between you and the vehicle ahead.

. Remain cam and patient. Don't pass other vehicles or speed up
suddenly.

. Don't stop on theroad. If visibility is decreasing rapidly, pull off
the road into a safe parking area and wait for the fog to lift.

. When visibility isreduced, use your lowbeam lights.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Rain

Rain makes road surfaces slippery, especially asthe first drops fall. With more
rain, tires make less contact with the road. If there is too much water or if you
are going too fast, your tires may ride on top of the water, like water skis. This
is called hydroplaning. When this happens, control becomes very difficult.
Make sure you have good tires with deep tread, and slow down when the road
IS Wet.

Rain also reduces visibility. Drive slow enough to be able to stop within the
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distance you can see. Make sure your windshield wipers are in good
condition. If your wiper blades do not clean the windshield without streaking,
replace them.

Inrain, try to drive on clear sections of road. Look ahead and plan your
movements. Smooth steering, braking and accel erating will reduce the chance
of skids. Leave more space between you and the vehicle ahead in case you
have to stop. Thiswill also help you to avoid spray from the vehicle ahead
that can make it even harder to see.

Stay out of puddles. A puddle can hide alarge pothole that could damage your
vehicle or its suspension, or flatten atire. The spray of water could splash
nearby pedestrians or drown your engine, causing it to stall. Water can also
make your brakes |ess effective.

Flooded roads

Try not to drive on flooded roads - water may prevent your brakes from
working. If you must drive through a flooded stretch of road, test your brakes
afterwards to dry them out.

Test your brakes when it is safe by stopping quickly and firmly at 50 km/h.
Make sure the vehicle stopsin a straight line, without pulling to one side. The
brake pedal should fedl firm and secure, not spongy — that’s a sign of trouble.
If you still feel apulling to one side or a spongy brake pedal even after the
brakes are dry, you should take the vehiclein for repair immediately.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Skids

A skid happens when your wheels slide out of control on a slippery surface.
Skids can involve the front, rear or all four wheels. Most skids result from
driving too fast for road or traffic conditions. Sudden, hard braking, going too
fast around a corner or accelerating too quickly can cause your vehicle to skid
or roll over.
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Oncein askid, steer in the direction of the skid. To do this, look where you
want your vehicle to go and steer toward that spot. Be careful not to oversteer.
If you are onice, skidding in a straight line, step on the clutch or shift to
neutral.

Threshold braking — Threshold braking should bring you to a reasonably
quick controlled stop in your own lane, even in dlippery conditions. Brake as
hard as you can without locking up or skidding the wheels. Press down on the
brake pedal, trying to get as much braking power as possible. Then, if you feel
any of the wheelslocking up, release the brake pressure slightly and re-apply.
Don’'t pump the brakes. Continue braking this way until you have brought the
vehicle to a complete stop. Some vehicles have anti-lock brake systems that
give you a maximum threshold stop automatically.

Anti-lock brakes— If your vehicle has an anti-lock braking system, practice
emergency braking to understand how your vehicle will react. It isagood idea
to practise doing this under controlled conditions with a qualified driving
instructor.

Anti-lock braking systems, which are also called ABS, are designed to sense
the speed of the wheels on avehicle. An abnormal drop in wheel speed, which
indicates potential wheel lock, causes the brake force to be reduced to that
wheel. Thisis how the anti-lock braking system prevents tire skid and the
accompanying loss of steering control. Thisimproves vehicle safety during
heavy brake use or when braking with poor traction.

Although anti-lock braking systems help to prevent whedl lock, you should
not expect the stopping distance for your vehicle to be shortened. Under
normal driving conditions, on clean dry roads, you will notice no difference
between vehicles with anti-lock braking and vehicles without anti-lock
braking.

Some drivers, unfamiliar with anti-lock braking, are surprised by the vibration

that happens when they brake hard in an emergency. Make sure you know
what to expect so you can react quickly and effectively in an emergency.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Snow

Snow may be hard-packed and slippery asice. It can also be rutted, full of
hard tracks and gullies. Or it can be smooth and soft. Look ahead and
anticipate what you must do based on the conditions. Slow down on rutted,
snowy roads. Avoid sudden steering, braking or accelerating that could cause

askid.

Whiteouts

Blowing snow may create whiteouts where snow completely blocks your view
of the road. When blowing snow isforecast, drive only if necessary and with
extreme caution.

DO:

Tips For Driving In Blowing Snow And Whiteout
Conditions

Before you drive - and during your trip - check weather forecasts and road
reports. If there is aweather warning, or reports of poor visibility and
driving conditions, delay your trip until conditionsimprove, if possible. If
you get caught driving in blowing snow or awhiteout, follow these safe
driving tips.

Slow down gradually and drive at a speed that suits the conditions.
Make sure the full lighting system of your vehicleis turned on.

Be patient. Avoid passing, changing lanes and crossing traffic.
Increase your following distance. Y ou will need extra space to
brake safely.

Stay alert. Keep looking as far ahead as possible.

Reduce the distractions in your vehicle. Your full attention is
required.

Keep your windows and mirrors clean. Use defroster and wipers to
maximize your vision.

Try to get off the road when visibility is near zero. Pull into a safe
parking area if possible.
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DON'T:

. Don't stop on the travelled portion of the road. Y ou could become
thefirst link in a chain-reaction collision.

. Don't attempt to pass a vehicle moving slowly or speed up to get
away from avehicle that is following too closely.

REMEMBER:

. Watch your speed. Y ou may be going faster than you think. If so,
reduce speed gradually.

. Leaveasafe braking distance between you and the vehicle ahead.

. Stay alert, remain calm and be patient.

. If visibility is decreasing rapidly, do not stop on the road. Look for
an opportunity to pull off the road into a safe parking area and wait
for conditions to improve.

. If you become stuck or stranded in severe weather, stay with your
vehicle for warmth and safety until help arrives. Slightly open a
window for ventilation. Run your motor sparingly. Use your
emergency flashers.

. Beprepared and carry awinter driving survival kit that includes
items such as warm clothing, non-perishable energy foods,
flashlight, shovel and blanket.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Ice

As temperatures drop below freezing, wet roads become icy. Sections of road,
in shaded areas or on bridges and overpasses, freeze first. It isimportant to
look ahead, slow down and anticipate.

If the road ahead looks like black and shiny asphalt, be suspicious. It may be
covered by athin layer of ice known as black ice. Generally, asphalt in the
winter should look gray-white in colour. If you think there may be black ice
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ahead, slow down and be careful.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Snow plows

Snow removal vehicles are equipped with flashing blue lights that can be seen
from 150 metres. A flashing blue light can only be used on snow removal
vehicles.

Flashing blue lights warn you of wide and slow-moving vehicles: some snow
plows have awing that extends as far as three metres to the right of the
vehicle. On freeways, several snow plows may be staggered across the road,
clearing al lanes at the same time by passing aridge of snow from plow to
plow. Do not try to pass between them. This is extremely dangerous because
there is not enough room to pass safely, and the ridge of wet snow can throw
your vehicle out of control.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Dealing with emergencies

If you drive often or travel alone, you need to be ready to deal with
emergencies. The Ontario Provincial Police video Travelling Alone gives
many valuable safety tips. While the video is amed at women, the
information is useful for everyone. Contact your local OPP detachment for
more information.

Here are some suggestions for coping with some common road emergencies.

. If your brakesfail

. If your gas pedal sticks

. |If your headlights go out

. If you havetrouble on afreeway

. If your wheels go off the pavement
. If atire blows out

. Collision where someoneisinjured
. Collison where no oneisinjured

If your brakes fail

Try pumping the brake pedal to temporarily restore hydraulic brake pressure.
If this does not work, apply the parking brake gently but firmly while holding
the release button. It isagood ideafor new drivers to practise a parking brake
emergency stop under controlled conditions with a qualified driving
instructor. Total brake failureis very rare on modern vehicles. If your brakes

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section2b11.htm (1 of 6) [11/12/2003 3:50:35 PM]


http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/feedback/handbook.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/search.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/map.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/french/dandv/driver/handbook/section2b11.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/about/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/traveller/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/new/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/engineering/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/business/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/pubs/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/sites/sites.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/faq/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/index.html

Driver's Handbook Online - Safe and Responsible Driving

do fail and you manage to stop, do not drive away. Call for help.

TOP OF PAGE 4

If your gas pedal sticks

First try to lift the pedal by slipping your foot under it. Do not reach down
with your hands while the vehicle is moving. If this does not work, turn on
your four-way emergency flashers, shift to neutral and stop as soon as you
safely can, preferably off the road. Turn off the ignition and do not drive
away. Call for help.

TOP OF PAGE 4

If your headlights go out

Check the switch immediately. If the lights stay out, turn on your four-way
emergency flashers and bring your vehicle to a safe stop, off the road. Call for
help. It isdangerous and illegal to drive at night without lights.

TOP OF PAGE 4

If you have trouble on a freeway

At thefirst sign of trouble, begin to pull over. Do not wait for your vehicleto
stall on the freeway. Check your mirrors, put on your four-way emergency
flashers, slow down, and pull over to the nearest shoulder as quickly as
possible. Never stop in the driving lanes.
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Be careful getting out of your vehicle. If possible, leave through the door
away from traffic. If you need help, get back in the vehicle and put a*“ Call
Police” sign in the side or back window. If you do not have a*“Call Police”
sign, tie awhite cloth around the antenna. Do not raise the hood.

While you wait for help, stay in your vehicle with the doors locked. If
someone stops to help, ask them to call the police or automobile club for you.
If you have a cellular phone, call for help yourself.

The Queen Elizabeth Way, the 400-series freeways, and many other high-
speed roads are patrolled by the Ontario Provincial Police. Stay with your
vehicle and help will arrive shortly.
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If your wheels go off the pavement

Don’'t panic. Grip the steering wheel firmly. Take your foot off the gas pedal
to slow down. Avoid heavy braking. When the vehicle is under control, steer
toward the pavement. Be prepared to correct your steering and increase speed
when your wheels are fully back on the pavement.

TOP OF PAGE 4

If atire blows out

Blowouts can cause tremendous steering and wheel vibration, but don’t be
alarmed. Take your foot off the gas pedal to slow down and steer the vehicle
firmly in the direction you want to go. Bring the vehicle to a stop off the road.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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In a collision where someone is injured

St. John Ambulance recommends that all drivers carry awell-stocked first aid
kit and know how to useit. Think about reading a book about first aid or sign

up for afirst ad course. It could mean the difference between life and death in
acollision.

Every driver involved in acollision must stay at the scene or return to it
immediately and give all possible assistance. If you are not personally
involved in acollision, you should stop to offer help if police or other help has
not arrived.

In acollison with injuries, possible fuel leaks or serious vehicle damage, stay
calm and follow these steps.

1. Call for help or have someone else call. By law, you must report any
collision to the police when there are injuries or damage to vehicles or
other property exceeding $1,000.

2. Turn off al engines and turn on emergency flashers. Set up warning
signals or flares or have someone warn approaching drivers.

3. Do not let anyone smoke, light a match or put flares near any vehiclein
case of afuel leak. If any of the vehiclesis on fire, get the people out
and make sure everyone iswell out of the way. If there is no danger of
fire or explosion, leave injured people where they are until trained
medical help arrives.

4. If you aretrained in first aid, treat injuriesin the order of urgency,
within the level of your training. For example, clear the person's airway
to restore breathing, give rescue breathing or stop bleeding by applying
pressure with a clean cloth.

5. If you are not trained in first aid, use common sense. For example,

people in collisions often go into shock. Cover the person with a jacket

or blanket to reduce the effects of shock.

Stay with injured people until help arrives.

Disabled vehicles on the road may be a danger to you and other

drivers. Do what you can to make sure everyone involved in acollision

Is kept safe.

N o
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In a collision where no one is injured
Follow these stepsin a collision where there are no injuries:

1. If the vehicles are driveable, move them as far off the road as possible -
this should not affect the police officer'sinvestigation. Thisis
especially important on busy or high-speed roads where it may be
dangerous to leave vehiclesin the driving lanes. If you cannot move
the vehicles off the road, set up warning signals or flares far enough
away to give other traffic time to slow down or stop.

2. Call police (provincial or local, depending on where the collision takes
place). By law, you must report any collision to the police when there
are injuries or damage to vehicles or property exceeding $1,000.

3. Giveall possible help to police or anyone whose vehicle has been

damaged. This includes giving police your name and address, the name

and address of the registered owner of the vehicle, the vehicle plate and
permit number and the liability insurance card.

Get the names, addresses and phone numbers of all witnesses.

If damage islessthan $1,000, you are still required by law to exchange

information with anyone whose vehicle has been damaged. However,

the collision does not have to be reported to the police.

6. Contact your insurance company as soon as possible if you intend to

o &

make aclam.
TOP OF PAGE 4
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Protecting the environment

Vehicles powered by gasoline and diesel give off air pollutants and gases such
as oxides of carbon, nitrogen and sulphur, hydrocarbons and soot. These
pollutants affect the quality of the air we breathe, our health, crop yields and
even the global climate.

Hydrocarbons and oxides of nitrogen react in sunlight to form ground level
ozone, better known as smog. Smog is amajor health hazard responsible for
respiratory ailments and other illnesses. Oxides of sulphur and nitrogen
combine with water vapour to form acid rain, which damages our lakes,
forests and crops.

Global warming is the result of too much carbon dioxide and other gases
trapping heat in our atmosphere. Global warming could cause average
temperatures to rise, causing droughts, crop failures, lower water levels and
more frequent and severe storms.

A car gives off less carbon dioxide than alarger vehicle, such as an airplane,
truck, bus or train, does. However, because so many people own cars and
drive them so often, cars are responsible for nearly half the carbon dioxide
produced by all forms of transportation. Vehicles that carry large numbers of
passengers, such as buses, produce less carbon dioxide per passenger than
cars.

Asadriver, you can help to protect the environment from the harmful effects
of driving by following these suggestions. Many of them can aso save you
money.

. Beforeyou drive
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. While Driving
. At the garage

Before you drive:

. Plan ahead. Combine several errandsinto one trip.

. Avoid driving during rush hours. Driving in off-peak times takes less
time, using less fuel and releasing fewer emissions.

. Pay attention to Smog Alerts. It is especially important to follow these
suggestions on days when smog is bad.

. For short trips, consider walking or cycling.

« For longer trips, public transit is an environmentally friendly
aternative to driving alone.

. Carpool whenever possible. If you want to meet at a central location,
there are free carpool lotsin many parts of the province. To find one
near you, call 1-800-MTO-INFO (1-800-686-4636).

TOP OF PAGE 4

While driving:

. Avoid starting your vehicle unnecessarily. A large burst of pollutantsis
emitted when a cold engineis started.

. Turn off your vehicle if parked more than 10 seconds. Evenin cold
weather, vehicle engines warm up within 30 seconds.

. Obey the speed limits. Driving at high speed uses more fuel and
increases your chances of a serious collision.

. Onthefreeway, use your vehicle s overdrive gear and cruise control
for better fuel efficiency.

. Remove unnecessary weight from your vehicle, such as heavy
baggage, wet snow and winter sand or salt.

. Maintain your vehicle s aerodynamics. Remove roof racks and
compartments when not in use. At high speeds, use your vents instead
of opening the windows.
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. Useyour vehicle’'sair conditioning wisely. Use your windows and
ventsin city and stop-and-go traffic. At high speeds, using your air
conditioning is usually more fuel efficient than opening your windows
and reducing the vehicle's aerodynamics.

. Don't ‘top-off’ the tank when refueling. Spilled fuel releases harmful
vapours.

TOP OF PAGE 4

At the garage:

. Regular maintenance will keep your vehicle running at maximum
efficiency, reducing the fuel you need to buy and the pollutants your
vehicle emits.

. Keep your vehicle's engine well tuned. Worn spark plugs,
dragging brakes, low transmission fluid or the transmission not going
into high gear can increase fuel consumption substantially.

. Follow the recommended maintenance schedule in your vehicle
owner’s manual to maximize fuel efficiency.

. Have any fluid leaks checked by a specialist to avoid engine damage
and harming the environment.

. Keep your tires properly inflated to reduce your fuel bill, emissions
and tire wear.

. Haveyour vehicle s alignment checked regularly to reduce uneven tire
wear and fuel consumption.

(See the section Y our Vehicle: Maintaining your vehicle.)

Safe and
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10 Ways You Can Help Make Ontario's Roads The Safest in

North America
Traffic Signs and

Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

. Don't drink and drive. Don't drive when you're taking medication

that will affect your driving.

. Always wear your seat belt.

. Obey the speed limits. Slow down when road and weather

conditions are poor.

4. Don't take risks: don't cut people off in traffic, make sudden lane
changes or run yellow lights.

5. Don't drive when you're tired, upset or sick.

6. If you'rein doubt, let the other driver go first — yield the right-of -
way.

7. Keep atwo-second space between your vehicle and the one ahead.
To check your distance: start counting when the vehicle ahead
passes a fixed object, stop counting when your vehicle reaches the
same spot.

8. Cut the distractions. don’t overcrowd the vehicle or play loud
music.

9. Always check your blind spot: ook in your mirror and over your
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shoulder before you change lanes.

10. Check traffic in al directions before going into an intersection.

Safe and
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Safe and Responsible Driving

Choosing a Driving School

Asanew driver, choosing professional driving instruction may be the best
way to put yourself safely in the driver's seat.

Traffic Signs and

Lights A driver training course or high school driver education program approved by

the provincial government can teach you the skills and attitudes you need to
be a safe and responsible driver. Y ou may aso be eligible to take your road
test sooner and to save money on insurance premiums.

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle
Aswell asteaching the basics, driver training emphasizes strategic driving

techniques, risk perception and management, freeway driving, night driving
and driving in adverse conditions. Most programs are designed for new
drivers, but many schools also provide courses and services to upgrade your
skills.

The Level Two
Road Test

If you graduate from an approved program, the certificate you get will reduce
the time you must spend at Level One by four months. It may also earn you
savings on your car insurance.

Approved high school driver education programs offer in-class and in-car
training after school for afee. Courses are administered by the local school
board, a principal or other high school authority. They are taught in high
school classrooms by qualified instructors.

Approved driver training courses in Ontario must offer at least 25 hours of
classroom training and 10 hours of behind-the-wheel training. Look for a
program that offers high quality instruction and a comfortable learning
environment. The school should also be equipped with up-to-date videotapes,
overheads and other visual aids.
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To help you choose the best driving school and course for you, use this
checklist of features.

« Courseinformation package

« Personalized program

. Classroom facilities

. Low student/teacher ratio

« Audio visua equipment

. In-vehicle topics covered

. Basic manoeuvres

. Strategic driving

« Risk perception and management

. Freeway driving

« Night driving

. Driving in adverse conditions

. Instructor qualifications and experience
« Regular instructor upgrading

. Student progress and evaluation reports
. Certificate of completion

« Minimum 25 classroom and 10 behind-the-wheel instruction hours
. Training materias

. Useof vehiclefor road test

. Certification fee

. Registered educational institution

. Tuition receipts

. Testimonials

« Number of yearsin business

.« Consumer protection insurance

(See dso: Driver Licensing - Ministry-Approved Beginner Driver Education

Courses)
Safe and
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Safe and . . .
Responsible Traffic Signs And Lights
Driving
- Traffic laws include the
o . Signs o )
Traffic Signs and . traffic signsand lights,
Lights . Traffic ||ths pedeanan Signa|s and
Keeping Your . Pedestrian signals pavement markings that
Driver's Licence . tell drivers and other
. Pavement markings
_ road users what they
Your Vehicle . .
must do in certain
Tz Lavia T situations. This section shows you what many of those signs, lights and
Road Test markings look like and explains what they mean to drivers.

Traffic Signs And
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Related Link*
. e-Laws- Highway Traffic Act

* External Links Disclaimer
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Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

Traffic Signs And Lights

Signs

Introduction - Some of the many signs you will see on Ontario
roads

A stop sign is eight-sided and has a red background with
white letters. It means you must come to a complete
stop. Stop at the stop lineif it is marked on the
pavement. If thereis no stop line, stop at the crosswalk,
marked or not. If thereis no crosswalk, stop at the edge
of the sidewalk. If there is no sidewalk, stop at the edge
of the intersection. Wait until the way is clear before entering the intersection.

A school zone signisfive-sided and has ablue
background with white symbols. It warns that you are
coming to a school zone. Slow down, drive with extra
caution, and watch for children.

A yield signisatriangle with awhite background and a
red border. It means you must let traffic in the
intersection or closeto it go first. Stop if necessary and
go only when the way is clear.
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A raillway crossing sign is X-shaped with awhite
background and red outline. It warns that railway tracks
cross the road. Watch for this sign. Slow down and look
both ways for trains. Be prepared to stop.

There are four other kinds of signs: regulatory, warning, temporary
conditions, and information and direction.

Traffic Signs And
<= PREVIOUS PAGE Lights NEXT PAGE =p

| central site | feedback | search | site map | francais |
| Home | About the Ministry | Drivers & Vehicles| Traveller's Information | Trucks & Buses | Road Safety |
| What's New | Highways | Opportunities | Publications | Related Links | FAQ |

Ontario

This site maintained by the Gowvernment of Ontario, Canada

© 2003 Queen's Printer for Ontario

Last Modified: November 10, 2003

http://iwvww.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section3b2.htm (2 of 2) [11/12/2003 3:54:25 PM]


http://www.gov.on.ca/mbs/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/feedback/handbook.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/search.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/map.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/french/dandv/driver/handbook/section3b2.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/about/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/traveller/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/new/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/engineering/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/business/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/pubs/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/sites/sites.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/faq/
http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/common/queens.html

Driver's Handbook Online - Traffic Signs And Lights

Ontario Transportation

| central site | Feedback | search | site map | Francais |

About the Ministry Drivers & Vehicles Traveller's Information | Trucks & Buses | Road Safety

Fighweys Refated Lines

Location: Ministry Home > Drivers and Vehicles > Driver Licensing > Driver's Handbook Online > Traffic Signs And

Lights > Signs

Contents Traffic Signs And Lights

Getting Your .
Driver's Licence Si gns

Safe and
Responsible _
Driving Regulatory signs
Traffic Signs and . . . .
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Driver's Licence
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Her e are some common regulatory signs:

Thisroad isan
officia bicycle

route. Watch for
cyclistsand be

Y ou may park in
the area between
the signs during

the times posted.

prepared to (Used in pairs or
share the road 3 U M groups.)

with them. Q AM- 6 PM

Snowmobiles * MON-FFI *

may use this -

road.
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=~ Donotstopin
the area between
thesigns. This
means you may

( 1} not stop your
vehiclein this
area, even for a
moment. (Used in pairs or groups.)

Do not enter this
road.

—————— Donot stand in ———— Do not park in
N 0 the area between the area between
thesigns. This thesigns. This
STA N D | NG means you may means you may
not stop your not stop your
" } vehiclein this " ') vehicle except
 areaexceptto ~ toloador
load or unload passengers or unload passengers or merchandise.
merchandise. (Used in pairs or (Used in pairs or groups.)
groups.)
y———— Thissign ————— Thisparking
N D reserves curb ® spaceisonly for
areafor picking vehicles
STAN D | N G up and dropping displaying a

valid Disabled

Permit.

Person Parking
BY PERMIT

ONLY

off passengers

I with disabilities.

BY PERMIT

‘. ONLY _)
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4 pM-6PM
MON - FRI
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Do not turn left
at the
intersection.

Do not turn to
gointhe
opposite
direction. (U-
turn)

Do not turn left
during the times
shown.

No bicycles
alowed on this
road.

Do not drive
through the
intersection.

Do not turn right
when facing a
red light at the
Intersection.

Do not pass on
thisroad.

No pedestrians
alowed on this
road.
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' . Keeptotheright | - Slow traffic on
of the traffic multi-lane roads
island. SLGWER must keep right.

TRAFFIC

KEEP
RIGHT

Thisis apedestrian crossing or

PEDESTRIAN PASNSOING oo o U I e

HERE TO
CROSSING

The speed limit in this zone is
lower during school hours.
Observe the speed limit shown
when the yellow lights are
flashing.

[MAXIMUM | Speed limit

- / h] |
T 50|
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These

A £l <

o 0 ©

signs, above the road or on the
pavement before an intersection, tell
drivers the direction they must travel.
For example: the driver in lane one
must turn left; the driver in lane two
must turn left or go straight ahead;
and the driver in lane three must turn
right.

These signs
mean lanes are
only for specific
types of
vehicles, either
al thetime or
during certain

Different
symbols are
used for the
different types
of vehicles.
They include:
buses, taxis,
vehicles with
three or more
people and
bicycles.

TAM - 9 AM
4FPM - 6 PM

MON-FRI

h 4

Traffic Signs And

—

direction only.

4= PREVIOUS PAGE

Lights

Thissign, above
theroad or on
the ground,
means the lane
isonly for two-
way left turns.

Traffic may
travel in
one

1| Keepto theright
lane except
when passing on
two-lane
sections where
climbing lanes
are provided.

NEXT PAGE =p
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Getting Your .
Driver's Licence Slgns

Safe and
Responsible
Driving Warning signs
Traffic Signs and ) ..
Ligliis These signs warn of dangerous or unusual conditions ahead such as a curve,
turn, dip or sideroad. They are usually diamond-shaped and have a yellow
Keeping Your background with black letters or symbols.

Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle Her e are some common war ning signs:

The Level Two

Road Test Narrow
brldge branchl ng
off ahead.
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Pavement
narrows

Two roads
goingin
the same
direction
are about
to JOI ninto

@ @

Drlvers on
both are equally responsible for
seeing that traffic merges smoothly
and safely.

Slight bend
or curvein
the road

4

P

HIDDEN

@
®
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Driverson
the
sideroad at
the
Intersection
ahead don’t
have a
clear view
of traffic.

Intersection
ahead. The
arrow
shows
which
direction of
traffic has
the right-of -

Sharp bend
orturnin
the road
ahead.
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¢ Sharp turn Posted

or bendin under a
theroad in curve
# the warning,
direction of thissign
the arrow. kml h shows the

F 3

The maximum
checkerboardsafe speed for the curve.

border warns of danger. Slow down;

be careful.

Hazard Chevron
closeto (arrowhead)
the edge signsare

of the posted in
road. The groupsto

downward guide drivers around sharp curvesin
lines show the road.

the side on

which you

may
The road Traffic
ahead is travelsin
split into both
two directions
separate on the
roads by a same road
median. ahead.
Keep to the Keep to the

right-hand road. Each road carries  right.
one-way traffic.
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Share the Right lane
road with ends ahead.
oncoming If you are
traffic. in the right-
hand lane
you must
merge
safely with

traffic in the lane to the | ft.

Shows Winding
maximum road ahead.
safe speed
on ramp.
km/h
The bridge Paved
ahead lifts surface
ﬁ or swings ends ahead.
to let boats
um‘: pass.
Bicycle Snowmobiles
crossing crossthis
E 2 ahead. ﬂ road.
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@
© ©

b @

your vehicle.

Deer
regularly
crossthis
road; be
aert for
animals.

Steep hill
ahead. You
may need
tousea
lower gear.

Stop sign
ahead.
Slow
down.

Bump or
uneven
pavement
on the road
ahead.
Slow down
and keep
control of

room you have.

@ ©
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Watch for
pedestrians
and be
prepared to
share the
road with
them.

Underpass
ahead.
Take care
if you are
driving a
tall vehicle.
Sign shows
how much

Traffic
lights
ahead.
Slow
down.

Pavement
Is dlippery
when wet.
Slow down
and drive
with
caution.
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Truck
entrance on
the right
side of the
road ahead.
If the sign
showsthe
truck on

the left, the entrance is on the left

side of the road.

m
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Watch for
fallen rock
and be
prepared to
avoid a
collision.

WAAAAAS

Railway
crossing
ahead. Be
aert for
trains. This
sign aso
showsthe
angle at

which the railway tracks cross the

There may
be water
flowing
over the
road.

This sign warns you that you are coming to a
hidden school bus stop. Slow down, drive with
extra caution, watch for children and for a school

bus with flashing red lights.

These signs warn of a school
crossing. Watch for children and
follow the directions of the
crossing guard or school safety
patroller.
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Contents Traffic Signs And Lights

Getting Your .
Driver's Licence Si gns

Safe and
Responsible
Driving Temporary condition signs
Traffic Signs and . ..
Lights These signs warn of unusual temporary conditions such as road work zones,
diversions, detours, lane closures or traffic control people on the road. They
Keeping Your are usually diamond-shaped with an orange background and black |etters or

Driver's Licence wmbol S.

Your Vehicle

Her e are some common temporary condition signs:
The Level Two

Road Test
Construction Road work
work one ahead.
kilometre
ahead.
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You are Traffic
entering a control
CONSTRUCTION construction person
Z UNE zone. ahgad.
Drive with Drive
extra slowly and
caution watch for
BEG| N 5 and be instructions.
. prepared
~ foralower
%j' speed limit.
S
4 Lane Closed
= ahead is lane.
3 closed for Adjust
- roadwork. speed to
:§> Obey the merge
- speed with
2 l[imit and trafficin
= merge lane
% with traffic in the open lane. indicated by arrow.
=
S
g Temporary Flashing
8 detour
© from
% normal
§ traffic
5 route. lights on the arrows show the
@)

direction to follow.
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Pavement Do
has been WHEN not
milled or pass
grooved. FLﬁSHlHE the
Y our pilot
vehicle's  or pace vehicle bearing this sign.
stopping
ability

may be affected so obey the speed

[imit and drive with extra caution.
Motorcyclists may experience
reduced traction on these surfaces.

Lo

Reduce speed and be prepared
to stop.

A

4

Portable changeable message sign: Reduce speed as indicated and
prepare for changing conditions as described by the sign.

Traffic Signs And
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Contents Traffic Signs And Lights

Getting Your .
Driver's Licence Si gns

Safe and
Responsible
Driving Information and direction signs
Traffic Signs and . . . .
Lights These signs tell you about distances and destinations. They are usually
rectangular with a green background and white letters. Other signs with
Keeping Your different colours guide you to facilities, services and attractions.

Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle Her e are some common information and direction signs:

The Level Two

Road Test 4 BARRIE |l ¢ TCHENER 72 B
€ ORILLIA

LONDON 164

MIDLAND ﬁ distances in kilometres to towns and

directions to nearby towns and cities. cities on the road.

Advance signs use arrows to show which lanes
lead off the freeway. Signs are also posted at
the exit.

Emily Street r [ ‘

) Sometimes one or more lanes may lead off the
Morning i ) .
AveEnue freeway. The arrows matching the exit lanes
are shown on the advance sign in ayellow box
with the word ‘exit’ under them.
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Various exit signs are used on freeways. In

Driver's Handbook Online - Traffic Signs And Lights
=rennon urban areas, many exit ramps have more than
Street :
one lane. Overhead and ground-mounted signs

help drivers choose the correct lane to exit or stay on the freeway.

Emergency response signing

Some information signs include a numbering
system along the bottom of the sign to assist
emergency vehiclesin determining an

Bowesville
Road

234 1240

appropriate route.

tia f vie 218

Lendan Hamilton

that must be followed to reach a destination.

‘ Theterm 'VIA'is used to describe the roads

|ml Freeway interchanges or exits have numbers
that correspond to the distance from the
DB B beginning of the freeway. For example,
Georgetown interchange number 203 on Highway 401 is
Qakville 203 kilometres from Windsor, where the
1 km freeway begins. Distances can be calculated by
subtracting one interchange number from

another.

' These signs change
according to traffic
conditionsto give drivers
current information on
delays and lane closures
ahead.
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Shows routeto Shows route to
passenger airport.
railway station.
Shows route to Shows types of
ferry service. fuel avallable:

D — diesd;

P — propane;

N — natural gas.

Shows facilities Show
that are
accessible by

wheelchair.

facilities available such as fuel, food,
accommodation or camping.
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Contents Traffic Signs And Lights

Getting Your .
Driver's Licence Slgns

Safe and
Responsible
Driving Other signs
Traffic Signs and )
Ligfiis Here are some other common signs:
Keeping Your
Driver's Licence The slow- The new driver
Your Vehicle mO\./i g . Sign hasagregn
vehiclesignis background with
The Level Two orange with a black lettering.
Road Test red border. Placed in the back
Motor ssesutmmaent.  \Window of a
vehicles moving slower than 40 vehicle, it tells
km/h must show this sign at the other driversthat the driver isa

rear when driving on aroad, unless  novice.
they are only crossing it.
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F———— Bilingual signs

NO

STANDING| Watch for these signs when
m—meeeee | driving in designated bilingual

- areas. Read the messagesin the
ARRET language you understand best.
|NTEHD|T Bilingual messages may be

£ » together on the same sign or
\ J separate, with an English sign
immediately followed by a

SCHOOL
BUS TURNING

YIRAGE D'AUTOBUS
SCOLAIRES

French sign.

Traffic Signs And
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Contents Traffic Signs And Lights

Getting Your Driver's

Licence Traffic LIghtS

Safe and
Responsible Driving

Traffic lights guide drivers and pedestrians through intersections and along
roads. They tell road users when to stop and go, when and how to turn and

Traffic Signs and when to drive with extra caution.
Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

r Green light

A green light means you
may turn left, go straight or
turn right after yielding to
vehicles and pedestrians
aready in the intersection.
When turning left or right
you must yield the right-of -
way to pedestrians crossing
the intersection.

Your Vehicle

The Level Two Road
Test

Yellow light

A yellow — or amber — light means the red light is about to appear. Y ou
must stop if you can do so safely; otherwise, go with caution.
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:

of the intersection.

moving through it.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

|

Red light

A red light means you must
stop. Bring your vehicleto a
complete stop at the stop
lineif it ismarked on the
pavement. If thereis no stop
line, stop at the crosswalk,
marked or not. If thereisno
crosswalk, stop at the edge
of the sidewalk. If thereis
no sidewalk, stop at the edge

Wait until the light changes to green and the intersection is clear before

Unless asign tells you not to, you may turn right on ared light only after

coming to a complete stop and waiting until the way is clear. Y ou may also
turn left on ared light if you are moving from a one-way road into a one-
way road, but you must come to a complete stop first and wait until the

way isclear.

Lights and arrows to help turning vehicles
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Flashing green lights and
green arrows direct drivers
who are turning.

Advance green light or
arrow

When you face aflashing
green light or aleft-pointing
green arrow and a green light,
you may turn left, go straight
ahead or turn right from the
proper lane. Thisiscalled an
advanced green light because
oncoming traffic still faces a
red light.

Pedestrians must not cross on a flashing green light unless a pedestrian
signal tells them to.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Simultaneous left turn

When aleft-turn green arrow is shown with ared light, you may turn left
from the left-turn lane. Vehicles turning left from the opposite direction
may also be making left turns because they too face aleft-turn green arrow.
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After the left-turn green arrow, ayellow arrow may appear. This means the
green light is about to appear for traffic in both directions. Do not start your
left turn. Stop if you can do so safely; otherwise, complete your turn with
caution.

You can still turn left when the light is green, but only when theway is
clear of traffic and pedestrians. If the light turns red when you arein the
Intersection, complete your turn when it is safe.

Pedestrians must not cross on aleft-turn green arrow unless a pedestrian
signal tells them to.

Transit Priority Signals

Traffic and pedestrians must yield to public transit
vehicles at atransit priority signal. The round signal
ison top of aregular traffic signal and shows a
white vertical bar on a dark background. This alows
transit vehicles to go through, turn right or left,
while all conflicting traffic facesared light.

Fully protected left turn

Some intersections have separate traffic lights for left-turning traffic and
for traffic going through the intersection or turning right.

When aleft-turn green arrow appears for traffic in the left-turn lane, traffic
going straight ahead or turning right will usually see ared light. Y ou may
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LEFT
TURN
SIGNAL

turn left from the left-turn lane when you face a green arrow. Vehicles from
the opposite direction may also be turning left.

LEFT
TURN
SIGNAL

After the left-turn green arrow, ayellow light appears for left-turning
vehiclesonly.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

After theyellow light, ared light appears for left-turning vehicles only.
Traffic going straight ahead or turning right will face a green light or green
arrows pointing straight ahead and to the right.

In these intersections, you may not begin turning left after the green light
appears for traffic going straight ahead or turning right. If the light turns
yellow while you are in the intersection, complete your turn with caution.
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SIGNAL

Flashing red light

Y ou must come to a complete
stop at aflashing red light.
Move through the intersection
only when it is safe.

Flashing yellow light

A flashing yellow light means
you should drive with caution
when approaching and moving through the intersection.

Blank traffic lights

During an electrical power loss, traffic lights at
intersections will not work. Yield the right-of-way
to vehiclesin the intersection and to vehicles
entering the intersection from your right. Go
cautiously and use the intersection the same way
you would use an intersection with all-way stop
signs.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.
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Traffic beacons

A traffic beacon is asingle flashing light hung over an intersection or
placed over signs or on obstacles in the road.

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.
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Pedestrian Signals

Pedestrian signals help
pedestrians cross at
Intersections with traffic
lights. The signal for
pedestriansto walk isa
white walking symbol.
A flashing or steady
orange hand symbol
means pedestrians must
not begin to cross.

A pedestrian facing a

walk signal may cross

the road in the direction of the signal. While crossing, pedestrians have the
right-of-way over all vehicles.

Where there are pedestrian pushbuttons, a pedestrian must use the button to
bring on the walk signal. Pedestrian signals give people more time to cross
than regular traffic lights.

A pedestrian facing a flashing or steady hand symbol should not begin to
cross the road. Pedestrians who have already begun to cross when the hand
signal appears, should go as quickly as possible to a safe area. While they
are crossing, pedestrians still have the right-of-way over vehicles.

At intersections with traffic lights where there are no pedestrian signals,
pedestrians facing a green light may cross. Pedestrians may not cross on a
flashing green light or aleft-turn green arrow.
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Intersection pedestrian signals

On abusy main road, an intersection pedestrian signal helps people to cross
the road safely by signalling traffic to stop. The intersection pedestrian
signal has one or more crosswalks, pedestrian walk and don't walk signals,
push buttons for pedestrians, and traffic signal lights on the main road only.
Stop signs control traffic on the smaller, less busy crossroad.

Y ou must observe, obey the traffic rules, and use safe driving skillsto drive
through these intersections. See the topic Driving through intersections.

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.

(See also: Road Safety Topics - Pedestrian Safety )
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comenis 1 7affic Signs And Lights

Getting Your

Driver's Pavement Markings
Licence
Safe and Pavement markings work with road signs
Responsible @ and traffic lights to give you important
Driving information about the direction of traffic
o w and where you may and may not travel.
draffic Signs . .. .
sl Ll Pavement markings divide traffic lanes,
- show turning lanes, mark pedestrian
Keeping Your @ crossings, indicate obstacles, and tell you
Driver's when it is not safe to pass.
Licence
Your Vehicle Q Y ellow lines separate traffic travelling in
opposite directions. White lines separate
Th:OLazvi'eZ‘tNo Diagram 3-1 traffic travelling in the same direction

(Diagram 3-1).

A solid line at the left of your lane meansiit is unsafe to pass. (‘A' should not pass. Diagram
3-2)

A broken line at the left of your lane means you may passif the way isclear. ('A' may pass
if there are enough broken lines ahead to complete the pass safely. Diagram 3-3)

Diagram 3-2 Diagram 3-3
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continue unaffected.

Broken lines
that are wider
and closer
together than
regular broken
lines are called
continuity
lines. When
you see
continuity lines
on your left
side, it
generally
means the lane
you areinis
ending or
exiting and that
you must
change lanes if
you want to

continue in your current direction. Continuity lines on your right mean your lane will

A stop line is asingle white line painted across the road at an intersection. It shows where
you must stop. If there is no stop line marked on the road, stop at the crosswalk, marked or
not. If thereis no crosswalk, stop at the edge of the sidewalk. If thereis no sidewalk, stop at

the edge of the intersection (Diagram 3-5).
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Diagram 3-5

A crosswalk is marked by two parallel
white lines painted across the road.
However, crosswalks at intersections are
not always marked. If thereisno stop line,
stop at the crosswalk, marked or not. If
thereis no crosswalk, stop at the edge of
the sidewalk. If thereis no sidewalk, stop
at the edge of the intersection (Diagram 3-
6).

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.

Diagram 3-7
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euillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

A white arrow painted on a lane means you may move only in the direction of the arrow
(Diagram 3-7).

A pedestrian crossing — or crossover — is marked by two white double paralel lines
across the road with an X in each lane approaching it. Stop before the line and yield to
pedestrians (Diagram 3-8).

Two solid lines painted
TTTTTTTTTTITTITITTTTTTITTITTTT onthepavement guide

traffic away from fixed

LLARLLLRRLLREE objects such as bridge

piers or concrete islands.
Yellow and black
markings are also
painted on the objects
themselves as warnings.

4= PREVIOUS PAGE Traffic Signs And Lights NEXT PAGE =p
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Renewing your licence

Y ou will get arenewal application form in the mail. Take the form into any of
the Driver and Vehicle Licence Officesin the province. They are all equipped
to take photographs. Y ou will be asked to sign the form, show identification,
pay afee and have your photograph taken. Y ou will get atemporary licence
on the spot and your permanent one will be mailed to you. Carry it with you
whenever you drive.

If you do not get arenewal application form in the mail when your licenceis
due for renewal, call the Ministry of Transportation. Y ou are responsible for
making sure you have avalid driver’slicence. Y ou can renew an expired car
or motorcycle driver’ slicence within one year without taking any tests.

If your licence has been suspended, cancelled or expired for more than three
years, you will be required to reapply for alicence in Ontario and meet al the
requirements of graduated licensing including passing all the required tests.

If you are a senior driver, 80 years or older, you must renew your driver’s
licence every two years. To do this, you must go to a Driver Examination
Centre, you must pass avision test and atest of your knowledge of the rules
of the road and traffic signs. Y ou must also attend a group education session
dealing with issues that face older drivers. For example, you will learn how
the physical changes of aging can affect your driving and what

you can do to reduce your risk of collisions as aresult of those changes. Y ou
may also be asked to take aroad test if there is a chance you may pose a safety
risk. Thereis no charge for the tests and the group education session. You
only have to pay the licence renewal fee.
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Rff;if:iﬂ,e Under graduated licensing, novice drivers (Class G1, G2, M1and M2)
Driving progress through a two-step licensing process by completing the mandatory

time periods for each level and passing the required road tests. Except for
Class M1, novice drivers have five years to complete the graduated licensing
process. However, if your Class G1, G2 or M2 licence is about to expire and
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you have not completed the process, you can regain or retain the same class of
licence by passing atest and paying the five-year licensing fee. Thisiscalled
‘requalification.” A noticeis sent to Class G1, G2 and M2 drivers before their
licence expiry date to inform them of their options. If you do not complete the
graduated licensing process or requalify before your G1, G2 or M2 licence
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Changing your name or address

Y ou must tell the Ministry of Transportation within six days of changing your
name or address.

Y ou will need a new licence when you change your address. Take the change
of information to a Driver and Vehicle Licence Office or mail it to the
Ministry of Transportation, P.O. Box 9200, Kingston, ON, K7L 5K4. The
ministry will send you a new licence. When you get it, destroy your old
licence and carry the new one with you whenever you drive.

When your name changes, you need a new licence. Take the documents you
must show (see the chart) and your current licence to a Driver and Vehicle
Licence Office. A new photograph will be taken. Y ou will get atemporary
licence to use until your permanent licence is mailed to you. Carry it with you
whenever you drive.

Thereisno charge for getting a new licence because you change your name or
address.

The chart shows the documents you will need to change the name on your
driver’slicence. If you don’t have them, the ministry will ook at your case
individually.

Reason for name change Documentation required

Marriage Marriage certificate

Common-law alliance Notarized affidavit of the fact
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Adoption Adoption papers

Under the Change of Name Act Change of name certificate

(See also: Driver Licensing - Changing Information on a Driver's Licence)
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The demerit point system

The demerit point system encourages drivers to improve their behaviour and
protects people from drivers who abuse the privilege of driving. Drivers
convicted of driving-related offenses have demerit points recorded on their
records. (See the point system table on the next page.) Demerit points stay on
your record for two years from the date of the offence. If you collect enough
demerit points, you can lose your driver’s licence.

. New drivers
. Probationary drivers
. Fully licensed drivers

New drivers

Asalevel Oneor Level Two driver, you will have your licence suspended if
you collect nine or more demerit points during a two-year period.

Y ou will be sent awarning letter after two or more demerit points. At six
points, you may have to go to an interview to discuss your record. If you don’t
go to theinterview, your licence may be suspended. At nine points, your
licence will be suspended for 60 days.

After the suspension, the number of points on your record will be reduced to
four. Any extra points could again bring you to the interview level. If you
reach nine points again, your licence can be suspended for six months.
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Probationary drivers

Driverswho got their licences before April 1, 1994 must complete two years
of probation before becoming fully licensed. Probationary drivers are
automatically suspended if they collect six demerit points. Y ou will be
reminded of this by letter the first time you get demerit points. Y our licenceis
suspended for 30 days from the time you hand it over to the Ministry of
Transportation. Y ou can lose your licence for up to two yearsif you fail to
hand over your licence.

When the suspension is over, all points are removed from your driver’s record
and a new probationary period begins. Y ou will stay on probation until you
complete two one-year periods without being suspended. If your probationary
period lasts more than three years you may be asked to complete aLevel Two
road test to become afully licensed driver.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Fully licensed drivers

If you collect six demerit points, you will be told about your record and urged
to improve your driving habits.

At nine points, you may have to go to an interview to discuss your record and
give reasons why your licence should not be suspended. Y ou may aso have to
complete adriver re-examination. If you fall thistest, your licence can be
cancelled. If you fail to attend an interview, or fail to give good reasons for
keeping your licence, your licence may be suspended.

At 15 points, your licence will be suspended for 30 days from the date you
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hand over your licence to the Ministry of Transportation. Y ou can lose your
licence for up to two yearsif you fail to hand over your licence.

After the suspension, the number of points on your driver’srecord will be
reduced to seven. Any extra points could again bring you to the interview
level. If you reach 15 points again, your licence will be suspended for six

months,

TOP OF PAGE 4

(See also: Driver Licensing - Demerit Point System)
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Table of Offences

Here are the demerit point penalties for driving offences.

7 points 6 points
. Failing to remain at the . Carelessdriving
scene of acollision . Racing
. Failing to stop for police « Exceeding the speed limit
by 50 km/h or more
. Failing to stop for a school
bus
5 points 4 points
« Driver of busfailing to « Exceeding the speed limit
stop at unprotected railway by 30 to 49 km/h

barrier

. Failing to yield the right-of -
way

. Failing to obey a stop sign,
traffic light or railway
crossing signal

. Failing to obey the

crossing . Following too closely
3 points 2 points
. Exceeding the speed limit . Failing to lower headlight
by 16 to 29 km/h beam
. Driving through, around or . Improper opening of a
under arailway crossing vehicle door

. Prohibited turns

. Towing people - on
toboggans, bicycles, skis,
for example

. Failing to obey signs

. Falingtostopat a
pedestrian crossing
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directions of apolice

officer .
. Driving the wrong way on .
adivided road .
. Failing to report a collision .

to apolice officer

. Improper driving where

road is divided into lanes .
. Crowding the driver's seat
. Going the wrong way on a .
one-way road

. Driving or operating a

vehicle on aclosed road

. Crossing adivided road .

where no proper crossi
provided

ngis

Failing to share the road
Improper right turn
Improper left turn

Failing to signal
Unnecessary slow driving
Reversing on adivided high-
speed road

Driver failing to wear a seat
belt

Driver failing to ensure that
a passenger less than 23 kg
is buckled into seat belt or
child safety seat

Driver failing to ensure
passenger under 16 years
wearing seat belt

Keeping Your
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Other ways to lose your licence

Y ou may also lose your licence for the following reasons:

Medical suspension

By law, all doctors must report the names and addresses of everyone 16 years
or older who has a condition that may affect their ability to drive safely.
Addiction to alcohol or drugs are conditions that affect your ability to drive.
Doctors report thisinformation to the Ministry of Transportation and it is not
given to anyone else. Y our driver’s licence may be suspended until new
medical evidence shows that the condition does not pose a safety risk.

Discretionary HTA suspensions
Y our licence may be suspended:

. If you don't tell the truth:

o inan application, declaration, affidavit or paper required by the
Highway Traffic Act, its Regulations or the Ministry of
Transportation.

o about vehicle liability insurance.

. If you fail to insure your vehicle.
. If you are convicted of some driving offenses, included careless
driving and driving 50 km/h or more over the speed limit.

Mandatory HTA suspensions
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Y our licence will be suspended:

. If you are convicted of failing to stop for a police officer and the court
believes you wilfully avoided police during pursuit - that you tried to
escape the police. (Y our licence will be suspended for a minimum of
fiveyears.)

. If you don't pay atraffic fine when ordered by the court.

Administrative suspension
Y our licence will be suspended immediately for 90 days:

. If youfail or refuse to give a breath or blood sample when asked by
police.

. If your blood acohol concentration is more than 80 milligramsin 100
millilitres of blood (.08).

This suspension takes effect while you are still at the roadside or at the police
station. It is an administrative suspension by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles
and is separate from any criminal charges or prosecution which may also take
place.

Novice driver violations

Drivers holding G1, G2, M1 or M2 licences must follow the specific rules for
their class of licence. If you violate any of the graduated licensing conditions
for your class of licence, your licence will be suspended for 30 days. This
suspension takes effect from the time you surrender your licence on or after
the date of the suspension. Y ou can lose your licence for up to two yearsif
you fail to hand over your licence.

Your licencewill be cancelled:

. If you fail adriver'sre-examination.

. If you don't pay your reinstatement fee.

. If your cheque for licence feesis not honoured by your bank.

. If you voluntarily surrender your driver's licence to the Ministry of
Transportation or it is surrendered or returned by another jurisdiction.
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Criminal Code suspensions

Y ou will receive a one-year licence suspension the first time you are
convicted of a Criminal Code offence.

If you are convicted of a second Criminal Code offence, your licence will be
suspended for three years. A third Criminal Code offence will get you a
lifetime suspension from driving with the possibility of reinstatement after 10
years. Fourth time offenders convicted of a Criminal Code offence are
suspended from driving for life with no possibility of reinstatement.
Convictions will remain on your driver’srecord for aminimum of 10 years.
The court can order alonger suspension if it believes that keeping you off the
road will improve safety.

Y our licence will be suspended if you are convicted of any of the following
Criminal Code offences:

. Driving or having care and control of avehicle while your ability is
impaired by alcohol or drugs

. Refusing to submit to a breath test for alcohol

. Failing or refusing to provide a breath sample for roadside testing

. Driving or having care and control of a vehicle when your blood
alcohol concentration is more than 80 milligrams per 100 millilitres of
blood (.08)

. Failing to remain at the scene of a collision to escape criminal or civil
liability

. Dangerousdriving

. Causing bodily harm by criminal negligence

. Causing death by criminal negligence.
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Remedial Measures

If you are convicted of adriving-related Criminal Code offence, you must
complete aremedial program before you can get your licence back. There are

two types of remedial programs:
Traffic Signs and

Light
o . If you are convicted of adrinking and driving related Criminal Code

offence, you must take the impaired driving program called Back on
Track, delivered by the Centre of Addiction and Mental Health. The
three-part program, which is available across the province, involves
assessment, education or treatment and follow-up. Y ou must pay the
cost of the program directly to the program provider.

. If you are convicted of a non-drinking and driving related Criminal
Code offence and have no previous alcohol related convictions, you
must undergo a Ministry of Transportation driver improvement
interview.

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

If you have not completed your remedia program by the time your Criminal
Code suspension expires, your licence will be further suspended until you
have completed the remedia requirements.

Reinstatement fees

Suspended drivers must pay $100 to have their licence reinstated. Thisfee

does not apply to reinstatement following a medical or administrative
suspension of your driver’slicence.

Driving under suspension
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Y ou may not drive, under any circumstances, when your licence is suspended.
If you are convicted of driving while your licence is suspended for an HTA
offence, you will have to pay afine of $1,000 to $5,000 for afirst offence and
$2,000 to $5,000 for a ‘ subsequent’ offence. (A ‘subsequent’ offence is when
you are convicted again within five years.) Y ou may have to spend six months
injail, or you may have to pay afine or do both. Y our licence will be
suspended for an additional six months.

Thereisafinefor driving when your licence is cancelled.

If you are found guilty of driving while your licence is suspended for a
Criminal Code offence, you face a fine of $5,000 to $25,000 for afirst offence
and $10,000 to $50,000 for a subsequent offence within five years. You also
face an additional suspension (one year for afirst offence; two yearsfor a
subsequent offence) under the HTA and up to two yearsin prison and three
years licence suspension under the Criminal Code.

Driving while prohibited

Thisis aprohibition order under the Criminal Code conviction. When
convicted of violation of order, you will get a suspension of one year for a
first offence or two years for a subsequent offence. Courts can order longer
prohibition, which will be matched in length by a suspension under the
Highway Traffic Act.
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Vehicle Impoundment Program

If you are caught driving while your licence is suspended for a Criminal Code
offence, the vehicle you are driving will be impounded. This applies whether
the vehicle is borrowed from afriend or family member, used for business or
employment purposes, rented or leased. The vehicle will be placed in an

- impound yard for a minimum of 45 days. The owner of the vehicle must pay

the towing and storage costs before the vehicle will be released. This program
appliesto al motor vehicles including passenger vehicles, motorcycles, trucks
and buses.

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

The Vehicle Impoundment Program makes vehicle owners responsible for
ensuring that anyone driving their vehiclesis not suspended for a Criminal
Code conviction. People loaning or renting their vehicles can verify that a
driver’slicenceisvalid by phone at 1-900-565-6555 or using the MTO Online

Services. You can also get adriver’s abstract at Driver and Vehicle Licence
I ssuing Offices or Service Ontario Kiosks. Thereisanomina fee for each
licence checked.

(See aso: Road Safety - Vehicle Impoundment Program - Driving while
licence is suspended)
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Contents Keeping Your Driver's Licence

Getting Your ) L
priver's Licence  IMpaired driving

Rff;i::{;,e Impaired driving, which means driving when your ability is affected by

Driving alcohol or drugs, isacrimein Canada. If you are impaired, you can be
convicted of several offences under the Criminal Code of Canada. Y our
vehicle does not even have to be moving; you can be charged if you are
impaired behind the wheel, even if you have not started to drive.

Traffic Signs and
Lights

Keeping Your

Driver's Licence . Alcohol
Your Vehicle . Drugs

. Consider the consequences

The Level Two
Road Test

Alcohol

Drinking and driving is adeadly
combination.

All drivers, especialy
inexperienced drivers, must be
able to concentrate on driving.
That’ s why the graduated
licensing system does not allow
new driversto drink any alcohol
when they are going to drive.

Even one drink can reduce your
ability to concentrate, to watch
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out for and react to things that
happen suddenly when you are
driving. With more acohal in
your blood, you could have
trouble judging distances and
your vision may become blurred.
Factors like fatigue, your mood,
and how long ago you ate and
how much, can make a difference
in how alcohol affects your
driving ability.

The police have the right to stop
any driver they suspect is
impaired. They may also do
roadside spot checks. When you are stopped by the police, you may be told to
blow into a machine that tests your breath for alcohol — aroadside screening
device. If you refuse, you will be charged under the Criminal Code. The
police will also notify the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and your licence will
be suspended immediately for 90 days.

If the reading on the machine shows you have been drinking, you may be
taken to a police station for a breathalyser test. The breathalyser uses your
breath to measure the amount of alcohol in your bloodstream.

If you cannot give a breath sample for some reason, the police officer can ask
you to let a doctor take a blood sample instead. If you are injured and cannot
give your consent, ajustice of the peace may authorize a doctor to take a
blood sample.

The maximum legal blood alcohol concentration for fully licensed driversis
80 milligramsin 100 millilitres of blood (.08). Any more than .08 is against
the law.

If your reading isless than .08 but .05 or more, or if you register ‘warn’ on a
roadside screening device, the police can suspend your licence for 12 hours.
This keeps you from driving until your blood alcohol level drops. Y ou must
give your licence to the police officer on demand. The police will tell you
when the 12-hour suspension will end and where to get your licence back.
Meanwhile, if thereis no one else available to drive and no safe place to park
your vehicle, it will be towed at your expense.
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If your blood alcohol concentration is more than 80 milligramsin 100
millilitres of blood (.08), you will be charged under the Criminal Code. The
police will aso notify the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and your licence will
be suspended immediately for 90 days. Even if your blood alco-hol
concentration is less than .08, you can still be charged with impaired driving
under the Criminal Code.

Level One and Level Two drivers must have a blood acohol level of zero
when driving. New drivers caught drinking and driving will get a 30-day
suspension for violating a condition of their Level One or Level Two licence.
They can also be charged under the Crimina Code.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Drugs

Any drug that changes your mood or the way you see and feel about the world
around you will affect the way you drive. The Criminal Code and HTA

suspensions apply to driversimpaired by alcohol or drugs.

Illegal drugs such as marijuana and cocaine are not the only problem. Some
drugs that your doctor may prescribe for you and some over-the-counter drugs
can aso impair your driving. Here are some points you should remember:

. If you use prescription medicines or get allergy shots, ask your doctor
about side effects such as dizziness, blurred vision, nausea or
drowsiness that could affect your driving.

. Read the information on the package of any over-the-counter medicine
you take. Any stimulant, diet pill, tranquillizer or sedative may affect
your driving. Even allergy and cold remedies may have ingredients that
could affect your driving.

. Drugs and alcohol together can have dangerous effects, even severa
days after you have taken the drug. Do not take a chance — ask your
doctor or pharmacist.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Consider the consequences

Having your licence suspended is not the only cost of impaired driving.
Depending on whether it isyour first, second, third or fourth offence, you can
be fined, sent to jail for up to five years and prohibited from driving for the
rest of your life.

For impaired driving that causes injury or death, the penalties are even more
severe. If you are convicted of impaired driving causing bodily harm, you may
be sentenced to up to 10 years in prison. Impaired driving causing death can
carry asentence of up to 14 yearsin prison.

If you have been drinking and driving and are involved in a collision, your
insurance company may not have to pay for damage to your vehicle. If you
areinjured in the collision, your medical and rehabilitation costs may not be
covered.

If you drive for aliving, alicence suspension could mean losing your job. And
when you do get your licence back, you may find your insurance costs 50 to
100 per cent more for at least three years.

TOP OF PAGE 4

(See also: Road Safety - Impaired Driving )
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Safe and L ] _
Responsible Itisillegal to drive avehicle

Driving in dangerous condition. But
maintaining your vehicle
Traffic.Sir(;:]ns and also makes sense from an
Silils economic point of view: it
Keeping Your can mean better mileage and
Driver's Licence a better price when you sell
your vehicle. Maintaining
your vehicle also helpsto

The Level Two protect the environment.
Road Test

Your Vehicle

A police officer or Ministry
of Transportation inspector
can examine your vehicle,
its equipment and any trailer
attached to it, at any time. If the vehicle is found to be unsafe, it may be taken
off the road until the problem isfixed. If you refuse to allow the examination,
you can be fined up to $1,000. If the vehicle is then found to be unsafe, your
licence plates can be taken away.

The following types of regular maintenance will help keep your vehicle fit and
safe.

. Daily or weekly checks
. Regular service

. Winter maintenance

. Tires
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Daily or weekly checks

Keep your vehicle clean, inside and out. Keep seat belts clean to
prevent dirt and moisture from damaging the mechanism.

Check tire pressure. Properly inflated tires mean better mileage and
safer driving. Also, check tires for damage or wear.

Check that all lights are working.

Check that windshield wipers are properly attached to wiper blades. If
your wiper blades |eave streaks on the window, replace them.

Check under the hood when the engine is cold. Check that thereis
enough ail, water in the radiator, windshield washer fluid, brake fluid
and battery fluid, if appropriate. Check all hoses for cracks or leaks and
check fan belts for wear or slackness.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Regular service

Change oil and filter

Change transmission fluid

Change axle differential ail

Check drive and axle shafts

Check steering, brake and clutch reservoirs

Check cooling system levels

Check brake system

Check front suspension, including alignment and condition of ball
joints, steering rods, shock absorbers and springs

Check engine adjustments - valve clearances, ignition timing,
distributor and spark plugs

Check carburettor or fuel injection system and air filter element
Check headlight aim.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Winter maintenance

A well-maintained vehicle will generally start in all weather conditions.
However, whenever possible, shelter your vehicle from direct contact with
rain or snow when it is parked because even the best maintained vehicle can’t
run if the engine is soaked.

Carry emergency supplies. These should include a shovel, a bag of sand or
kitty litter, booster cables, emergency flares or warning lights, blanket and
chain for towing. Always carry extra windshield washer fluid in the winter
and refill the container when necessary.

Cold weather puts extra strain on your vehicle' s systems. With lights, heater,
defroster and radio all working at once, batteries do not get a good charge at
idle speed. If idling in traffic for long periods, shift to neutral and rev the
engine gently. Have your battery checked and terminals cleaned at least twice
during the winter.

Faulty exhaust systems are especially dangerous in the winter when drivers
are more likely to drive with windows and vents closed. Have your exhaust
checked if it sounds noisy or rattles.

TOP OF PAGE 4

Tires

The type of tires you have and the way they are made are critical for good
traction, mileage and safety. Keep these points in mind when you buy or
replace tires, and check your vehicle owner's manual or the tire manufacturer's
guide for recommendations.

Tires must meet standards described in Regulation 625 of the Highway Traffic
Act.
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Replace tires when the tread is less
than 1.5 millimetres deep or when
tread wear indicators touch the
road. Vehicles that weigh more
than 4,500 kilograms must replace
their front tireswhen tread is less
than three millimetres deep.
Replace tires with bumps, bulges,
knots, exposed cords, or tread and
sidewall cuts deep enough to
expose cords (Diagram 5-2).

Any tire on avehicle must not be
smaller than the vehicle
manufacturer’s specified minimum
size. And it must not be so large
that it touches the vehicle or Diagram 5-2

affects its safe operation.

Use similar tires on all four wheels. Some combinations areillegal,
including: radial-ply tires on the front and bias-ply or belted bias-ply
on the rear; amix of 50 or 60 seriestires on the front with any other
mixture on the rear; and a combination of types or sizes on the same
axle, unless the types and sizes are equivalent by industry standards.
This does not apply to asingle spare tire used in an emergency.

The pressure of the spare tire should be the same as the pressure of the
tire with the highest pressure.

Any tire with the wording “not for highway use,” “farm use only,”
“competition circuit only,” “NHS,” “TG,” “SL” or any other words
that mean thetireis not for use on the road must not be used on a
vehicle that travels on roads.

Although snow tires or all-weather tires are not required by law, they
give the best traction for vehiclesin winter. Install snow tires at least
on the drive wheels. Four snow or all-weather tires are best for vehicles
in snowbelt areas.

Studded tires are illegal in Ontario.

Scrap tires are a serious environmental concern. Proper tire
maintenance will extend the life of atire and delay its disposal. Some
tips for longer wear: maintain the right air pressure; inspect tires for
wear; rotate tires regularly; and practise good driving habits.
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Insurance

The Level Two

Road Test Ontario has compulsory automobile insurance. This means every vehicle

registered in the province must be insured.

Y ou must show proof that you have insurance coverage before you can
register avehicle or renew your registration. If you do not tell the truth about
your insurance or if you show false documents, you can be fined $500 to
$2,500. Y ou may also lose your driver’s licence for up to one year and have
your vehicle taken away for up to three months.

Y ou must insure all your vehicles for third party liability of at |east $200,000.
This coversyou in the event that you injure or kill someone or damage
someone' s property. Collision insurance to cover damage to your own vehicle
isagood idea but not required by law.

When driving your own vehicle or someone else’'s, you must carry the pink
liability insurance card given to you by the insurance company for that
particular vehicle. Y ou must show this card when a police officer asksfor it. If
you do not, you can be fined up to $200.
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Registration
Vehicle registration includes licence plates and a vehicle permit.

Licence plates in Ontario work on a plate-to-owner system. This means that
vehicle licence plates move with the vehicle owner, not the vehicle. When you
sell or change vehicles, you must remove your plates. If you do not intend to
use them on another vehicle, you may return your platesto a Driver and
Vehicle Licence Office.

Y our vehicle permit must have an accurate description of your vehicle. This
means that if you change anything about your vehicle, such as the colour, you
must report it at a Driver and Vehicle Licence Office within six days.

If you own a vehicle and you change your name or address, you must notify
the Ministry of Transportation within six days. You can do thisin person at a
Driver and Vehicle Licence Office or by mail, using the change of
information stub attached to your vehicle permit.

(See dso: Driversand Vehicles- Licensing a Vehiclein Ontario )

TOP OF PAGE 4

New residents

New Ontario residents have 30 daysto register their vehicles. To get avehicle
permit and Ontario licence plates, go to a Driver and Vehicle Licence Office.
Y ou must bring along:

. A Safety Standards Certificate.
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. Proof of insurance.

. A K-22 customs card if you have brought the vehicle in from another
country.

. Thevehicle permit, or ownership, from where you used to live.

TOP OF PAGE 4
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Buying or Selling a Used Vehicle

If you are selling a used vehicle
privately in Ontario, you must buy a
Used Vehicle Information Package.
This appliesto the private sale of any
car, van, light truck, motor home or
motorcycle. The packageis available
from any Driver and Vehicle Licence
Office or through the the Ministry of
Consumer and Business Services.

The package, which the seller must
show to potential buyers, has a
description of the vehicle, its
registration and lien history in Ontario,
and the average wholesale and retail
values for its model and year. It also
includes information about retail sales
tax.

Aswell as giving the buyer the Used
Vehicle Information Package, sellers
must remove their licence plates, sign the vehicle transfer portion of their
vehicle permit and give it to the buyer. Sellers must keep the plate portion of
the permit.

The buyer must take the package and the vehicle portion of the permit to a
Driver and Vehicle Licence Office to register as the new owner within six
days of the sale.
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Before buyers can put their own plates on their new vehicle, they must have:

. their licence plates validated.

. thevehicle portion of the permit issued for the vehicle.

. their own licence plate number recorded on the plate portion of the
vehicle permit.

. avalid Safety Standards Certificate.

. the minimum insurance required under the Compulsory Automobile

| nsurance Act.

Safety Standards Certificate

A Safety Standards Certificate is a document that certifies a vehicle's fitness.
Y ou can buy and register avehicle without a safety certificate, but you cannot
put your own plates on the vehicle or drive it without one. Any inspection
station in Ontario licensed by the Ministry of Transportation can issue a
Safety Standards Certificate, provided your vehicle passes an inspection.
Many garages are licensed - look for asign saying it isaMotor Vehicle
Inspection Station.

A Safety Standards Certificateis valid for 36 days after the inspection.
However, the certificate is not a guarantee or warranty that the vehicle will
stay fit for any period.

(See also: Vehicle Licensing
. Buying and Selling aUsed Vehiclein Ontario )

. Buying, Selling or Transferring Used Vehicles
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Ontario's Drive Clean Program
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Getting Your
Driver's Licence

Ontario's Drive Clean Program P
Safe and -
Responsible ﬂé\
Driving
Traffic Signs and s o
Lights
Keeping Your On_tario’ sDrive Cle_an program Is designed to _reduce smog-caus_i ng
Sotvers Leenes emissions from vehicles. Vehicles are responsible for a substantial
_ amount of the pollutants in and around our urban areas, but Drive Clean
Ve VEE testing of vehicle emissions can help make a difference in the quality of
air we breathe.

The Level Two
Road Test

If you own alight-duty vehicle that is between three and 20 years older
than its model year, you must take your vehicle for aDrive Clean test
every two yearsin order to renew its registration. If you are buying a used
vehicle that is older than the current model year, the vehicle must be
tested to transfer the ownership and put licence plates on it.

Y ou don’t have to wait for a Drive Clean test, to do something positive
for the environment. Keeping your vehicle well maintained according to
the manufacturer’ s recommended service schedules is an important part of
driving clean. For example, if the ‘check engine' or ‘service engine' lights
come on, have your engine looked at by a qualified service technician as
soon as possible. Otherwise, you could face costly repairsto the vehicle's
engine or emissions control system.

For more information on Ontario’s Drive Clean program, visit
www.driveclean.com or call the Drive Clean Call Centretoll-free at 1-888-

758-2999.
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Safe and
Responsible
Driving Towing a trailer
T e ™ For more detailed
information on towing
Keeping Your trailers, including driving

Driver's Licence techniques and the special

licensing and lighting

requirements, refer to

The Level Two Towing aTraller Behind a
Road Test Car, Van or Small Truck in

the Off-Road Vehicles

section in the Official

Driver's Handbook.

Your Vehicle

Towing disabled vehicles

If your vehicle breaks down, you should get help from atow truck designed to
tow vehicles. If you must use another vehicle to tow, use warning signals or
emergency flashers and make sure you attach the vehicles securely. Someone
must sit in the disabled vehicle and use the brakes to keep the tow cable tight.
If the engine cannot run, don’t tow vehicles that have power braking and
steering. Without the engine, braking and steering is difficult and towing may
lead to acollision.

Trying to start adisabled vehicle by towing is dangerous and could damage
both vehicles.
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The Level Two Road Test

. Left and right turns
. Stop intersection

. Through intersection
. Freeway

. Lane change
. Roadside stop

. Curve

. Business section

. Residential section
. Parale park

« Three-point turn
. Road Worthy

Statistics show that new
drivers of al agesare
far more likely than
experienced driversto
be involved in serious
or fatal collisions.

To help new drivers
develop better, safer
driving habits, Ontario
introduced graduated
licensing in 1994 for all
drivers applying for
thelr first car or
motorcycle licence.
Graduated licensing lets

you gain driving skills

and experience gradually, in lower-risk environments. The two-step licensing
system takes at least 20 months to complete and includes two road tests.
Passing the Level Two (G2) road test gives you full Class G driving

privileges.

While the Level One road test deals with basic driving skills, the Level Two
road test deals with advanced knowledge and skills that are generally gained
with driving experience. When you take the test, the examiner will give you
directions. Asyou complete the driving tasks, the examiner will watch to
make sure you successfully perform the actions associated with them.
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The G2 road test includes a component of expressway driving. Prior to the G2
road test, you must complete a“Declaration of Highway Driving Experience’
to ensure that you have sufficient expressway driving experience in order to
proceed with the road test.

To proceed with the road test, you must “declare’ by signing aform, how
many times in the three months before the road test that you have driven on a
400 series highway and/or on a highway with a speed limit of at least
80km/hr. You are required to indicate what was the average length of these
trips (i.e. under 5 km, between 5 and 15 km, over 15 km). The 400 series
highways include: 400, 401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 406, 407, 409, 410, 416, 417,
420, 427, Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW), Don Valley Parkway (DVP),
Gardiner Expressway, E. C. Row Expressway and the Conestoga Parkway. If
you do not have sufficient driving experience, the road test will be
rescheduled at no charge so that you may gain the necessary experience.

To help you prepare, this section tells you the various tasks and actions that
you will be expected to perform in your Level Two road test. Thisisonly a
guide. For more information on the driving tasks, you should review the
section Safe and Responsible Driving and the section Traffic Signs and

Lights. The book Road Worthy can also help.

L | T Road
< PREVIOUS PAGE | NEXT PAGE =

Related Link*
. e-Laws- Highway Traffic Act
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Getting Your
Driver's Licence

Left and Right Turns: The approach

Safe and
Responsible
briving [ This driving task begins when the examiner tells
i .
Trile Sl e % you to make a |eft or right turn and end_s at the
Lights point just before you enter the intersection. Make

sure you take the following actions:
Keeping Your

.
Driver's Licence ‘i% @

Your Vehicle

Th;;;"i';‘t’vo Traffic check
Before slowing down, look all around you. Use your mirrors to check traffic
behind you. If you change lanes, remember to check your blind spot by
looking over your shoulder.

Lane
Move into the far |eft or far right lane as soon as the way is clear.

Signal

Turn on your signal before slowing down for the turn unless there are vehicles
waiting to enter the road from sideroads or driveways between you and the
intersection. Wait until you have passed these entrances so that drivers will

not think you are turning before the intersection.

Speed

Steadily reduce speed as you approach the turn. In a vehicle with manual
transmission, you may downshift into alower gear as you slow down. Do not
coast with your foot on the clutch pedal.
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Space
While slowing down, keep at least atwo- to three-second distance behind the
vehiclein front of you.
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Contents Level TWO Road TESt

Getting Your .
priver's Licence ~ StOP Intersection: The approach

Safe and
Responsible

Driving The Approach

Traffic Signs and ) . .. . . .
Lights ;:W Thisdriving task is done at intersections where

you must come to a stop. It begins at the point
where you can see the inter section and ends just
before you enter the intersection. Be sureto follow
these actions:

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

Traffic check
Before slowing down, look all around you. Use your mirrorsto check traffic
behind you.

Speed

Steadily reduce speed as you approach the intersection. In a vehicle with
manual transmission, you may downshift into alower gear as you slow down.
Do not coast with your foot on the clutch pedal.

Space
While slowing down, keep at least atwo- to three-second distance behind the
vehiclein front of you.
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Contents Level TWO Road TESt

Getting Your .
privers Licence  1hrough Intersection: The approach

Safe and _ ) . .. . . .
Responsible U 4 Thisdriving task is done at intersections where
Driving @ _ . you may not need to stop. It begins at the point
W 4 whereyou can see the intersection and ends just
Trafﬁc.SE’”S and ’, l ‘ before the entrance to the inter section. Remember
s % to do the following:

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two Traffic
Road Test Asyou approach the intersection, look left and right for traffic on the
intersecting road. If you have to slow down for the intersection, check your
mirrors for traffic behind you.

Speed

Keep at the same speed as you go through the intersection unless thereis a
chance traffic may cross the intersection in front of you. If so, slow down or
hold your foot over the brake, ready to slow down or stop. Watch for
pedestrians about to cross the intersection and vehicles edging into the
intersection or approaching at higher speeds.

Space
Keep at least atwo- to three-second distance behind the vehicle in front of
youl.

Level Two Road
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> Freeway

Contents

Getting Your
Driver's Licence

Safe and
Responsible

Driving

Traffic Signs and
Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

Level Two Road Test

Freeway: Entering

— This driving task begins on the entrance ramp to a
__..-.ll_l.-.l.-.h.l_l_l.--r— (TR

g reeway and ends when you have reached the
_____ . = d ends when you h hed th
o EERT— speed of the traffic on the freeway. Remember to
1 do the following:

Traffic check

While on the ramp, as soon as you can see freeway traffic approaching from
behind, check your mirrors and blind spot for a space to merge safely. At the
same time, watch any vehiclesin front of you on the ramp and keep back a
safe distance. Continue to divide your attention between watching in front,
checking your mirrors and looking over your shoulder to check your blind
spot until you can merge safely with traffic.

Signal
If you have not done so already, turn on your signal as soon as traffic on the
freeway is able to see your vehicle on the ramp.

Space

While on the ramp and merging with freeway traffic, keep at least atwo- to
three-second distance behind the vehicle in front of you. Time your merge so
you do not move in beside another vehicle or into the blind spot of another
vehicle. If traffic is heavy or moving at such ahigh speed that it is difficult to
keep an ideal following distance, adjust your speed to get the best spacing
possible. While on the ramp and in the accel eration lane, keep inside the lane
markings.
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Speed

On the curve of the entrance ramp, keep your speed slow enough so that
objects and people inside your vehicle are not pushed from the force created
by turning the curve. While in the acceleration lane, increase your speed to
match that of freeway traffic. While merging, control your speed to blend
smoothly with freeway traffic.

Merge
Merge with freeway traffic in a smooth, gradual movement to the centre of the
nearest freeway lane.

Cancel signal
Turn off your signal as soon as you have merged with freeway traffic.

Level Two Road
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Level Two Road Test

Lane Change

D iscriving taskbegins asyou

look for a space to change lanes
and ends when you have compl eted

o] = - ER the lane change. Remember to
: follow these actions:

Traffic check

While waiting to change lanes safely, look all around you. Divide your
attention between watching in front, watching the mirrors, and checking your
blind spot. If there is another lane beside the one you are moving into, check
traffic in that lane to avoid colliding with a vehicle moving into the lane at the
same time as you do.

Signal

Turn on your signal when there is enough space for you to change lanes. After
signalling, check your blind spot one more time before starting to move into
the other lane. Y our signal should be on soon enough to give traffic behind
you time to react to the signal. If traffic in the lane you are moving into is
heavy, you may turn on your signal before there is enough space to change
lanes. Thiswill let traffic behind you know that you are looking for a space to
change lanes.

Space
Keep at least atwo- to three-second distance behind the vehicle in front of
you. If there is another |ane beside the one you are moving into, be careful not
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to move in beside another vehicle or into the blind spot of another vehicle.

Speed
Adjust your speed to match the speed of traffic in the new lane.

Change
Change lanes with a smooth, gradual movement into the centre of the new
lane.

Both hands

Keep both hands on the steering wheel as you change lanes. Using both hands
on the wheel gives you maximum steering control. An exception to thisisif
you have adisability that prevents you from using both hands.

Cancel signal
Turn off your signal as soon as you have changed lanes.

Level Two Road
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Contents Level TWO Road TESt

Getting Your .
priver's Licence ~ ROadside Stop: The approach

Safe and

ST This driving task begins when the examiner tells
Driving you to stop and ends once you have come to a stop.
Make sure you take these actions:
Traffic Signs and
Lights
Keeping Your |

Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle .
Traffic check

The Level Two Before slowing down, check your mirrors for traffic behind you. If thereisa
XERETES chance of traffic or pedestrians overtaking you on the right, check your right
blind spot just before pulling over.

Signal

Turn on your signal before slowing down unless there are vehicles waiting to
enter the road from sideroads or driveways between you and the point where
you intend to stop. Wait until you have passed these entrances so that drivers
will not think you are turning before the stopping point.

Speed

Steadily reduce speed as you approach the stop. In a vehicle with manual
transmission, you may downshift into alower gear as you slow down. Do not
coast with your foot on the clutch pedal.

Position

Stop parallel to the curb and not more than about 30 centimetres away fromiit.
If thereis no curb, stop asfar as possible off the travelled part of the road. Do
not stop where you will block an entrance or other traffic.

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section6g.htm (1 of 2) [11/12/2003 4:19:22 PM]


http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/feedback/handbook.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/search.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/map.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/french/dandv/driver/handbook/section6g.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/about/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/traveller/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/new/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/engineering/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/business/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/pubs/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/sites/sites.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/faq/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/index.html

Driver's Handbook Online - Level Two Road Test

Level Two Road
4 PREVIOUS PAGE Test NEXT PAGE =p

Copy for archive purposes. Please consult original publisher for current version.

| central site | feedback | search | site map | francais |
| Home | About the Ministry | Drivers & Vehicles| Traveller's Information | Trucks & Buses | Road Safety |
| What's New | Highways | Opportunities | Publications | Related Links | FAQ |

(%) Ontario

This site maintained by the Government of Ontario, Canada

© 2003 Queen's Printer for Ontario

Last Modified: November 10, 2003

Copie a des fins d’archivage. Veuillez consulter I'éditeur original pour la version actuelle.

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section6g.htm (2 of 2) [11/12/2003 4:19:22 PM]


http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section6g1.htm
http://www.gov.on.ca/mbs/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/feedback/handbook.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/search.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/map.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/french/dandv/driver/handbook/section6g.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/index.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/about/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/traveller/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/new/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/engineering/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/business/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/pubs/
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/sites/sites.htm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/faq/
http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/common/queens.html

Driver's Handbook Online - Level Two Road Test

Ontario Transportation

| central site | Feedback | search | site map | Francais |

About the Ministry Drivers & Vehicles Traveller's Information | Trucks & Buses | Road Safety

Fighviays Refated [Tns

Location: Ministry Home > Drivers and Vehicles > Driver Licensing > Driver's Handbook Online > Level Two Road Test

> Curve

Contents

Getting Your
Driver's Licence

Safe and
Responsible

Driving

Traffic Signs and
Lights

Keeping Your
Driver's Licence

Your Vehicle

The Level Two
Road Test

Level Two Road Test

Curve

This driving task begins when the curve comesinto
sight and ends when you have gone completely
around it. Follow these actions:

Speed

As you approach the curve, try to determine the safe speed for the curve. To
do this, look for clues such as a sign that shows the safe speed, the shape of
the curve and the type of road you are driving on. Slow down to the safe speed
for the curve by the time you are 30 metresinto it. In ablind curve where you
cannot see all the way around it, drive more slowly in case oncoming traffic
wanders into your lane or the curve is tighter than you expected. Slow down
before the start of the curve to avoid braking in the curve. While in the curve,
keep your speed steady and slow enough so that objects and people inside
your vehicle are not pushed from the force created by turning on the curve.
Near the end of the curve, begin accelerating to return to normal speed. In a
vehicle with manual transmission, do not shift gears in the curve. Not
changing gears gives you more control over your vehicle and reduces the risk
of your wheels locking while downshifting.

Lane

Asyou enter the curve, look as far around it as possible. This helpsyou stay in
asmooth line and centred in the lane throughout the curve. If you look only at
the road directly in front of you, you are likely to wander back and forth
across the lane, forcing you to constantly correct your steering.
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Business Section

Thisdriving task is done on straight sections of
road where a number of businesses are located. Be
sure to do the following actions:

Traffic check

In abusiness area, there are many places other than intersections where
vehicles or pedestrians are likely to enter the road. These include entrances to
businesses, institutions and construction sites, as well as pedestrian and
raillway crossings. At all these locations, ook |eft and right to check for
vehicles or pedestrians about to enter the road.

Mirror Check
While driving along, check your mirrors every five to 10 seconds. Check your

mirrors more often in heavy traffic or where vehicles are moving at different
Speeds.

Lane

Drivein the safest lane for through traffic. Thisisusualy the curb lane.
However, if the curb lane is blocked by traffic or there are many curbside
hazards, the centre lane may be a safer choice. Keep to the centre of the lane
and within the lane markings. L ook ahead to where you will bein the next 12
to 15 seconds for dangerous situations or obstacles that you can avoid by
changing lanes.

Speed
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Avoid exceeding the speed limit or driving unreasonably slowly. Whenever
possible, drive at a steady speed. Look ahead to where you will be in the next
12 to 15 seconds for dangerous situations or obstacles that you can avoid by
changing your speed.

Space

Keep at least atwo- to three-second distance behind the vehicle in front of
you. Increase the distance if another vehicle follows too closely behind you.
On amulti-lane road, try to keep a space on both sides of your vehicle and try
not to drive in the blind spots of other vehicles. In slow traffic, avoid driving
behind large vehicles that block your view of traffic ahead of you. When you
stop behind another vehicle, leave enough space to seeits rear wheels or to
pull around it without having to back up.
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Residential Section

Thisdriving task is done on straight sections of
residential or rural road. Remember these points:

Traffic check

On aresidential road, watch out for entrances to schools, pedestrian crossings,
driveways, sidewalks and any other locations where there might be traffic
hazards. On arural road, watch for entrances to residences, farms, businesses
and industrial sites. At all these locations, ook left and right to check for
vehicles or pedestrians about to enter the road.

Mirror Check
While driving along, check your mirrors every five to 10 seconds. Check your

mirrors more often in heavy traffic or where vehicles are moving at different
Speeds.

Lane

Keep to the centre of the lane. If there are no lane markings, keep to the centre
of the travelled part of the road, away from parked vehicles or pedestrians.
Where you cannot see far ahead on the road because of a curve or a hill, move
right to avoid colliding with an oncoming vehicle that is over the centre line.

L ook ahead to where you will bein the next 12 to 15 seconds for dangerous
situations or obstacles that you can avoid by changing lanes.

Speed
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Avoid exceeding the speed limit or driving unreasonably slowly. Whenever
possible, drive at a steady speed. Look ahead to where you will be in the next
12 to 15 seconds for dangerous situations or obstacles that you can avoid by
changing your speed.

Space

Keep at least atwo- to three-second distance behind the vehicle in front of
you. Increase the distance if another vehicle follows too closely behind you. In
slow traffic, avoid driving behind large vehicles that block your view of traffic
ahead. When you stop behind another vehicle, leave enough space to seeits
rear wheels or to pull around it without having to back up.
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Parallel Park: The approach

This driving task begins when
@ T ﬂ w the examiner tells you to park
P - and ends when you have come

— ,ﬁf to a stop, ready to back into

s i 4 the par k? ng space. Remember
: these points:

Traffic check
Before slowing down, check your mirror for traffic behind you. Before pulling
into position to back up, check your blind spot.

Signal

Turn on your signal before slowing down unless there are vehicles waiting to
enter the road from sideroads or driveways between you and your stopping
point. Wait until you have passed these entrances so that drivers will not think
you are turning before your parallel parking position.

Speed

Steadily reduce speed. In avehicle with manual transmission, you may
downshift into alower gear as you slow down. Do not coast with your foot on
the clutch pedal.

Stop

Stop beside — or parallel to — the parked vehicle (real or imaginary) in front
of the empty parking space. Leave at least 60 centimetres between your
vehicle and the parked vehicle. Stop when your vehicle is completely in front
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Getting Your .
priver's Licence  Three Point Turn: The approach

Safe and

Responsible This driving task begins when_ the examiner tells
Driving @ you to stop and turn your vehicle around. It ends
o '..\: i when you have almost stopped, ready to start the
Tfaff'CL iz'ﬁtzs i turn. Be sure to do the following:
Keeping Your
Driver's Licence
Y :
Your Vehicle
The Level Two
Road Test

Traffic check
Before slowing down, check traffic in front and behind you. If necessary,
check your blind spot before pulling over to the right side of the road to stop.

Signal

Turn on your signal before slowing down unless there are vehicles waiting to
enter the road from sideroads or driveways between you and your stopping
point. Wait until you have passed these entrances so that drivers will not think
you are turning.

Speed
Steadily reduce speed. In avehicle with manual transmission, you may

downshift into alower gear as you slow down. Do not coast with your foot on
the clutch pedal.

Position
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Stop so you are parallel to the curb and not more than 30 centimetres away.
Where thereis no curb, stop asfar as possible off the travelled part of the
road. Do not stop where you will block an entrance or other traffic.

Level Two Road
<= PREVIOUS PAGE Test NEXT PAGE =p
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Contents Level TWO Road TESt

Getting Your
Driver's Licence

Road Worthy

Safe and
R ibl :
e;ff\’/?s; ¢ Road Worthy isa
comprehensive guide to safe
Traffic Signs and drivi ng for new and
Ligluts experienced drivers.

Keeping Your _
Driver's Licence It includes the rules of the

road; skillsfor driving on
any road, driving at night
The Level Two and in bad weather; basic
Road Test vehicle maintenance; jump
starting a vehicle; and
changing aflat tire.

Your Vehicle

Thetext isclear and easy to
understand, with many
helpful diagrams and photographs.

Road Worthy is used in high school driver education classes in Ontario
and by many commercial driving schools.

This book with 168 pages of information will help you maintain your safe
driving skills and enhance your driving enjoyment long after you pass
your final road test. Available for purchase by calling Publications
Ontario at (416) 326-5300 or 1-800-668-9938. Or visit Publications

Ontario Online (POOL).
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